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Linguistics

Nature and scope of Linguistics, Types of Linguistics, Historical Lingmstics,
Phonetics, Phonology, Morphology, Syntax, Semantics, and Pragmatics,
Lexicography Approaches to the study of language, Diachronic and
Synchronic, Prescriptive and Descriptive, Language as a system of signs, Sign,
Signifier, and Signified, Langue and Parole, Competence and Performance,
Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic axes, Varieties of Language, Dialect, Register,
Pidgin, and Creole, Significance of Received Pronunciation (RP)

Introduction

An individual or a group of individuals uses and understands language

as a combination of words, their pronunciation, and their forms. Vocal organs

produce meaningful sounds that are audible and apprehensible. Language
refers to a mode of communication through speech and writing. The word
‘language’ is taken from the Latin word lingua meaning tongue. A language
communicates meaning through symbols, words, and gestures. It 1s a
structured human system of communication. It is one part of a larger semiotic
structure of commumcation. It is an interdependent integrated structure
in which the role of each unit 1s determined by all other units in the same
system. There is more to language than just a collection of words; it is an
understanding of how words are related to one another and how these words
facilitate communication. A complex set of rules governs the arrangement of
basic units in a language.

The vocal sounds in a language could be embodied in other media such
as writing & print (together known as the graphic medium), and physical
signs (the visual medium), and Braille (a tactile medium). The major part of
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aspect of language (o linguists. Both spoken and written language are
manifestations of the same system known as language and both depend more

on clarity, quantity, and relationship. A speaker’s or writer’s success lies more

in their ability to effectively communicate. Thus, one cannot be superior to another
,oe conditions social behaviour and has always been the distinguishing
feature of humankind. Hence, Barnett defines language as a “condition of
the existence of human society”. It is evolutionary and differentiates human

beings from other animals. Bloomfield describes language as “the totality

Langue

Linguistics

of the utterance that can be made in a speech community”, In other words,

a community’s language is comprised of all the utterances that can be made
within it. The creative or productive property of language permits the native
speaker to construct an infinite number of utterances n that language
Human beings use their linguistic resources to produce new expressions,
Sapir treats language purely as a human institution. As Noam Chomsky
points out, language consists of the ability of native speakers to comprehend
gr'ammulu_‘ﬂl and structural elements. Language’s extended and metaphornical
aspect denotes the study of gestures, postures, gaze, ete. popularly categorized
under a distinet branch called *body language’.

The use of language in human culture is productive, and many of them
have declined and developed over time, and some of them continue to evolve
Several theories argue that language is a combination of imitation, rhythm,
pains and pleasures, and gestures. There are chiefly six theories viz, the baw-
wow theory (beginning of language is related to humankind’s attempis to
imitate noises and natural sounds), the ding-dong theory (denoting sound
symbolism that traces the origin of language n connection with the natural
sounds produced by human beings), the pooh-pooh theory (language
generates from the violent outcries and exclamations produced by people
and speech begins with interjections),the gesture theory (studying the role

of gesture or the movement of jaw, lips, hands, shoulder, and eyes in the
development of a language) concerning the ongin of language, the yo-he-ho

theory (claiming that language evolves from the grunts, groans, and snorts
evoked by the group of people during a heavy physical work), and the sing-
song theory (proving that language develops from play, laughter, cooing,
courtship, emotional mutterings and the like). The origin of language remains
an enigma, even though most theories agree and disagree with one another.

The American linguist, Charles F. Hockett, identifies thirteen design
features of a language. Some of the chief features are interchangeability,
specialization, displacement, productivity, the duality of pafteming,
traditional & broadcast transmissions, directional reception, and discreteness.
According to modern linguist and cognitive scientist Steven Pinker language
is instinctive as human beings inherit a predisposition towards acquiring a
language. At the same time, it is non-instinctive as one can choose what to
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Linguistics
W iy,

It is & scientific process as it follows a methodology of science The select
samples of language are analysed 10 formulate various Tinguistc theories
describing the structure and functioning of the language, The role of the
linguist 1% to prescribe rules regarding the usage of language in spoken and
written form. Linguistics is empirical and objective, operating with publicly
verifiable data obtained using experiments. The linguistic study of o language
comprises the rules and principles governing the grammar and pragmatics of
the same language. The linguistic rules discuss the physical properties and
pronounciation of speech sounds, the combination of words, the structuring
of phrases, clauses, and sentences, and the creation of meanings, The use of
linguistic structures in various contexts is regulated by linguistic principles.
Linguistics 15 interpreted as a science that deals with language as
1+ universal and very essential part of human behaviour. The collection,
classification, analysis, and verification of linguistic data make the study a
scientific process. The linguistic data involves utterances of isolated levels as
well as the connected speech level. The language system is abstract and gets
represented in the language behaviour of individual members of the language
community Linguistics is an inductive science because it is based on
ohservation and expenimentation. The construction of a language, the various
changes made m it from time to time, its usage, and its relationship with
other languages will come under the scope of linguistics. Hence linguistics
15 descnptive, historical, comparative, and explicit study. Moreover, it
observes the interaction between language and all facets of human behaviour,
physiology, and culture. The multidisciplinary approach of linguistics
matenahises the collaboration of various disciplines in the study of language
The recent studies made in the field of language and linguistics revealed
the finite possibilities of linguistics as a special branch of study. Modern
linguistics broadens its focus and incorporates historical and comparative

studies of language in addition to the nature of desenbing languages.
Linguists can help the public understand how the language works in certain
linguistic environments. They can assist the people in the usage of language
by bringing a linguistic perspective to the traditional grammar. The great
linguist like Noam Chomsky and others invited the attention of language
!

overs o innumerable considerations connected with linguistics such as
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ideological aspects of a language in use. The understanding of the worg
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Writing is intended to be long-lasting Historical records, laws, lllcramm
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Eg: “Fire’
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These are emergency calls also. It is extra linguistics knowlcdge of
the listener that urges him or her to do something at the hearing of such
shouts as given above. Some linguists assign many extra-linguistic functigyg
to pragmatics as distinct from semantics. Pragmatics deai:s with the extry.
linguistic features of the language. Pragmatics accounts for the meaning
which are not intrinsic 1o the linguistic expression but results from the
interaction of the linguistic expression with the context The subject matter of

pragmatics is the context-bound relationship 'w?m‘w bt Wd_mld What
is communicated. It is needless to say that the change in meaning is directly
proportional to the change in contexts Thus, the central aspect of pragmatics
is its concern with principles that allow us to infer what is meant from what

is said In a particular context
Types of Linguistics

The field of linguistics is always evolving, as it is a dynamic one,
Language plays a role in many aspects of human activity and knowledge, and

10«

Linguistics
linguistics is useful n these areas, leading 10 the growth of many lnguistic
branches. Depending on the point of view used, linguistics can be divided into
a number of subficlds. The vanous hnguistic branches emphasize diverse set
of phenomena or assumptions to analyse the language. Commonly speaking,
linguistics could be divided nto general and descriptive linguistics. General
hinguistics deals with the conceptual and categoncal formulation with which
languages are to be analysed. Descriptive linguistics, on the other hand,
provides the data which confirms or refutes the propositions and theories
put forward by general linguists. For example, the general hypothesis that
all languages have nouns and verbs might be refuted or confirmed by the
descriptive linguist with empirical evidence. The next subdivision talks abowt
the theory and praxis of langnages. While theoretical linguisties formulates
theories about the structure and functions of language, applied linguistics is
concerned with the apphication of such theoretical concepts and findings to a

variety of practical tasks, including language teaching.

The linguists observe language objectively and scientifically 1o amive

at general pnnciples. The sounds used in a language, forms of words in a
language, and the arrangement of words to constitute meamngful uiterances
are all the concerns of a lingwist. Linguistics is a science with a subject
matter called language. The sounds used in a language, forms of words in
a language, and the arrangement of words to total meaningful utterances
are all concerns of linguistics. There are various approaches to the study of
linguistics such as historical linguistics, descriptive linguistics, comparative
linguistics, and so on. Historical linguistics implies the study of language,
tracing its development for a given period. Descriptive linguistics deals with
how a language functions and how it is used by a given set of speakers.

Comparative linguistics is concerned with comparing two or more languages,

thereby establishing the relationships between them from time to time. When

linguistics is correlated to other branches of knowledge many new branches

or diverse interpretive measures emerge in the field of linguistics.

Historical Linguistics

The nineteenth century witnessed the emergence of Historical linguistics
as a separate discipline although a few scholars like Descartes, Locke, and,

11
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the historical development of the language and records the changes
taken place in the language between any two successive points
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any language is diachronic. A synchronic description of a |

language in Chaucer’s time, Shakespeare’s time, or Modem-
represented as a synchronic one
Applied Linguistics
It is a matter of common knowledge that linguistics is concerned wigy
language in general, not with any language. We may consider lmgunsncS
as the scientific study of language with a well-defined subject matter. The
study involves observation, recording, analysis of data, explanation through
the hypothesis of theory, and so on. The utterances of the native speaker
constitute the data of the language under study. As foreign students of the
English language, we are here concerned with the application of linguistic
in the classroom. The scholars emphasized applied linguistics based on its

practical, fieldwork-based, data-driven. and empirical nature in contrast

with the theoretical linguists. Applied linguistics denotes the application of
linguistic methods and concepts to the practical problems involved in the
process of language acquisition.

12

Linguistics

Applied linguistics has now involved as an important topic of study for
students of linguistics. It has effectively been used in many other ficlds, 1t
is concerned with comparing the sounds, words, grammatical systems, and
structure of two languages and finding out the similarities and dissimilarities
between them. It is quite natural, that a non-native student involved in
learning English tends to make use of the sounds and emotions of his or her
mother tongue, Technically this is called the mother tongue influence.

Eg: the use of the sound /I/ in the word Malayalam.

Applied linguists examine such mother-tongue influences and other
practical domains like lexicography, translation, the teaching of reading,
forensic linguistics, and the diagnosis and treatment of language disability.

Psycholinguistics

Psycholinguistics emerged as a distinct discipline in the 1950s. The
growng interest in the question of language acquisition by children and
the conceptual linking of linguistics and cognitive psychology initiates
the emergence of Psycholinguistics. It is the study of the interrelationship
of psychological and linguistic behaviour. To be precise, Psycholinguistics
examines the connections between language and the human mind. Individual
behaviour & capabilities, and their relationship with language come under
the domain of psycholinguistics. In other words, it is the psychology
of the language, including language acquisition by children, the mental
process underlying, language use & memory, adult comprehension, defects
of speech-language discords, and the like. The possible links between
perception and cognition have always been a prominent and successful area
of psycholinguists. Additionally, Psycholinguists deal with the influence of
psychological factors like fear, anxiety,

trauma, and intelligence on language.
Since Psycholinguistics focuses on language behavior, it contributes to the
development of cognitive linguistics in general.

Ths is the field of considerable activity at present especially because
several linguists see language as the best key to an understanding of the
human mind in general. Linguists think that the perception of speech sounds
as well as writing symbols by a person is immensely influenced by his or her
mind. It is psycholinguistics that conducts investigations about the mnate
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classifies formerly the speech features concemed, including the NETVOUSness

shown by someone who is socially insecure. Imitation of a prestigious dialect

that gained social approval may be cited as a cause for Linguistic changes
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consideration factors such as the social backgrounds of both the speaker and

the listener. In short, age, gender, profession, level of education, social class,

and racial or ethnic background of each person are the decisive factors in the
acquisiion of language

Anthropological Linguistics
Anthropological linguistics examines the evolution of language from a

cultural standpoint using anthropological theories and methods. Additionally,

it examines the role of language in cultural development. In this study,

language is analyzed in relation to human cultural patterns and beliefs.
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Swiss linguist Ferdmand de Saussure is one of the prominent
linguists to 1dentify that language is a structured system. He is often referred
10 as the father of modern linguistics. The system comprises various elements
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like the basic sound units or phonemes, words, phrases, clauses,

sentences. His structuralist viewpoint defines each element of the léu-sguam
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Modern linguists have drawn much of their subject matter from Setus:sure‘s
Course de Linguistique Generale (A Course in General Linguistics) whick
was published in 1916, in their attempts to analyze the complex SYstem
of language and its various units, their arbitrary relationships, and dwurs,_.
functions. According to Saussure, the signs express meanings in a Semiotj,
system. The Saussurean dichotomies are listed below:

Diachronic and Synchronic

Ferdinand de Saussure coins diachronic and synchronic approaches g

indicate the presence and absence of temporal dimensions in language, The

anguage denmmg
across rime and together time respectively. As stated above, the

terms diachronic and synchronic are taken from Greek |

diachromc
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examines the progression of languages over time, the connections beIWan

them, from earlier records to the present day, and speculates about l:tnguage's
ongins. Additionally, it involves developing general theories about |anguag.3
change and classifying languages into language families,

Most of the work in historical linguistics is diachronic. The

of the evolution of Modern English exemplifies the
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5¢8ming_ The
BUage fro n the
sent momeyy.
prescriptive and Descriptive

Prescriptivism is one of the prominent feaq,
In the prescriptive approach to language e
and recommends certain canonical foimg e
canonical usages happens as they nullify th
in a language. The prescriptive methodology has been useful in educationa
contexts as itmakes value judgments about

linguistic factors, Their Judgments
al
recommendations about good style, They

res of traditiona)
aming,

d usages.

grammar,
the linguist identifieg
The Tejection of non-
¢ regional and Social Vaniations

often reveal the various aspects of soci
correct and incorrect language usage. For

But they are not factual statements and h
prefer a descriptive approach to Prescriptivi

them, written language is accurate,

€ unscientific. Modery linguists
sm,
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Linguistics and Structure of the English Language

Language as a system of signs

, system composed of various units or clements, qy

Language 1s : :
different structures of the language are derived from the different typeg o
arrangements of various linguistic units. The diverse :Gll’llclu!u-,s ofthe language
are governed by certain linguistic rules and regulations. The g‘mm‘““ﬁcu
\'lrm:rurv of any language forms 11s basic system. According to ‘“m‘:"“uhms
phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics, For

language is a system of
‘nglish language is comprised

of
Ning

example, the phonological system of the I

forty-four phonemes inclusive of twelve pure vowels, eight diphthongs,

voiceless consonants, and fifteen v oiced consonants.

Sign, Signifier, and Signified
Language is a system of signs The abstract system of the language gets
manifested in the form of signs. A linguistic sign1s a combination of an image

¥ s the e .ssed aspect of the concept. Being abstrae
or concept. The image is the expre ssed aspect of the concef eing lhslmqi

the concept is represented through either phonic (spoken) or graphic (Written)
symbols. Such phonic and gre
is termed ‘signified’. Hence, signifiers have particular formg

yphic symbols are known as *signifiers and th,

abstract concept
and signified indicates the meaning conv eyed by that prescribed form. Tpg

most important feature of the linguistic sign 15 its arbitrary nature.

Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic
There are two types of relationships between linguistic umits in a system
This dichotomy indicates the linear and horizontal relationships between
linguistic units. The words syntagmatic and paradigmatic have their origip
in the Greek words suntagmatikos (arranged together) and paradeigmatikog
(serving as a pattern) respectively. The linear arrangement of linguistic units
at the same level is denoted by syntagmatic. It refers to the relationship of
a word with its preceding and following units in the same sentence. In the
sentence ‘Jyothi is a teacher’, the relationship of the auxiliary word ‘ig’

with the preceding noun ‘Jyothi’, and the following definite article ‘a’ is

syntagmatic. Paradigmatic represents the relationship of an element with
other elements which might have been used in its place without affecting

18

Ungulstios
™. In the above
0T, and any other

ship of such nouns
i cons 1 e, Pavadigms (hyy
: = same contexts. In other words v
occur in the same con ords, the relationshine
: PS between

various word classes like nouns, adjectives, verbs, and adverbs explain 1)
S e %

radigmatic connections in a language. It could be Mustrated with 4
13

he context The linguistic units are vertically arranged pe,
the

ymple, if W€ substitute teacher with dancer, singer, doct
exi 3 i ¥ v
words, it will give different sentences. The Bl

similar
idered pm:{d\g.mauc and hence these

can

pa

following example.

Syntagmatic

P
a
¥ Jyothi is a teacher
a
d dancer,
1 singer.
B
m doctor,
a
: lawyer
I
c

Langue and Parole

To describe a language’s structure, Saussure used the terms langue
and parole, referring to the rules or system that forms a language and is
actual expression, Langue consists of all the elements of languages including
the rules, regulations, and social conventions of their combinations. Itisa
collective linguistics pattern existing as a sum of impressions deposited in
the brain of each individual. The actual utterances of individuals are guided
by a system of regularities or langue. The langue rules govern grammar,
vocabulary, syntax, and sound system of any language. If we take a group
of people using a simple language we find similarities in sounds, words, and
meaning among these persons. They have similar sounds, Images, or signs
in their minds. Though it exists in everyone it is common to a group. Thus,
Saussure says, “langue exists perfectly only within a collectivity”. As langue

19
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say it 18 abstract. S0, We can say 1angu
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i tality of langu d by the collective Lonsuo“ncsE 3

ofers to the totality ag o ciousn
refers e ut the vanous elements of language existing jp lh@
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exists in the minds of the people, we
age share

the total of ideas abo
> . F people
consciousness of a group of peor

system that 1s a totality. }
is a fragment, and it 18 the actual use of the

ch or writing. [n other words, we may =
angue that exist only 1n the mind, Thi
ch or in writing. When Peopl,

On the contrary, @ parole
language by an individual 1n SPe&

it is the physical manifestation of |
station may be either in spee

concrete manife. : ‘
conc g of the langue, and alter specific Wwords

i | erstandin
modify their own understan %
thereby gaining the rules of the language, parole develops. Unlike !""”gug‘
itis m'“ collective but individual. It is momentary, flexible, hcterogmm%
an systematic as it is individual. It is concrete as j i

unstable, and less th
nlike parole, langue is abstract a5 N

used by people in writing or speaking. U .
; » and conceptualizing. When we take away Whay

is used by people in thinking
is personal in language, what remains will be langue whereas parole includeg

both personal and innovative elements.

The concept of langue and parole 15 similar to Noam Chomsky’s ideag it

competence and performance.

Noam Chomsky was a linguist at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology who introduced fresh approaches to understanding gng
representing various features of the language. In competence-based theorjeg
of language, Noam Chomsky is a major proponent. The book Syntac
Structures, published in the 1950s by Chomsky, revolutionized linguistics
His two major concepts ‘competence’ and ‘performance’ are introduceq

in his Aspects of the Theory of Syntax (1965). According to Chomsky, all
human beings are born with the ability to speak, and therefore it is more
important to study commonalities rather than differences between languages,
As a reflection of this emphasis, he proposed universal grammar: the idea tha|
every individual, regardless of the language they ultimately speak, has within
them a system of universal principles for learning languages. According

to his generative grammar focusing on the creativity of language, anyone

20

T

L‘“EUis‘tm

can create an infinite number of sentences with finite linguistic ryleg |
€5.1n the

modern era of linguistics, Chomsky's notions aboyt human language
revolutionary and influential that they completely changed the f‘se'fl were 5o

petence And Performance

Com

The idea of Competence and Performance is put forward by N
Chomsky. It is almost a revision of the idea of langue and parole :mp“m;
; i

py Saussure. Competence may be defined as the native speaker
of his or her language. It consists of the total of the rules
known to a person so that one can handle a particular lang

's knowledge
and regulations

linguistic knowledge of any language. It helps one to creat: a:i:mt:e‘ sn:nn::e
of sentences in a language. The native speaker of a P A t:;
necessary grammar of its language so much so that he or she can readile
distinguish between what is grammatical and non-grammatical and rehnqui:;l

the latter. This is the competence of the native speaker.

The performance consists of the conversion of this knowledge into the
actual practice of making real utterances under specific situations, [n other
words, performance is a person’s concrete use of language. Even when a
person is competent, his or her performance may suffer due 1o different
reasons. Memory limitations, distractions, shifting attention, and errors
may occur at the time of utterance and affect performance. In other words
performance may suffer because of slips of the tongue, forgetfulness pao;
memory, speech defects such as lisping, stammering, etc. Therefo;e we
may say competence is an abstract reality whereas performance is cunérete
Though these two correspond to Saussure’s idea of langue and parole ther;
is a notable difference between the two, While langue is common m= every
language user competence varies from individual to individual, This
because langue refers to the social aspect of langua
based on individual psychology.

is so
ge whereas competence i

Later, Noam Chomsky in his book Knowledge of Language (1986)
replaced the terms Competence and Performance with the terms Internalised
Language (I -language) and Externalized Language (E-language) respectively
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Linguistics and Structure of the English Language

Varieties of Language

Language varieties
A ~
-—

Depends on the

Yepends on the social
et communicative situation

Status of the individual

¥ ~h
Regional Social Functional
Register

Standard Dialect

Jargon Genderlect

Any change that happens in the different aspects of the language like
g:mmnla:r. \'&lc;;'bular)'. pronunciation, spelling, and meaning can be called
linguistic change. It occurs due to the following reasons

1. Racial difference

2. Mixture of races

3. Fashion of high-class people
4. Dialectical variations
5. Minimization of efforts
6. Contact with other languages

Dialect and Register

There are two types of language varieties. They are called dialect and
register. A dialect is a variety of language used by a particular group of people.
Traditional linguists define dialect as a regionally restricted variety since it

2

e

i Ly
is distingwished by features of grammar, vocabulary, ang NRuiticy
Morpheme and syntax changes are evident The dialect u“:'mkmn(mum
region is known 8% reglonal dialect. In England, cach gy - - P IOU
e

oun
gional dialect. Yorkshire, Derby, and Kentigh Y 18 sand 1o have

jts ownre re a few

The variations are caused by the educational, Occupational nndm“ns%

Dialects based on social differences 3 know“‘ o m!;.:.l‘ll Slatug
wldinlecty

lects dx:pendmg on the

of people
or sociolects. Sociolects could be either clags dia
social class to which the speakers belong or the cast dialects de
the caste to which the speaker belongs, They are motivated by ‘;‘:ng on
economic status, level of education, profession, 8g¢, Sex ot gender :\l;j S0CH0-
packground. The dialects of the working class and aristocracy an.‘: e
of class dialects. The Namboodiri dialect in Kerala s an example 0':-$lnnccs
chalect A caste
The study of dialects and the demarcation of dialect boundaries

a region is known as dialectology across

- Isoglosses are lines drawn on language
maps to indicate language boundaries or the geographical spread of ceﬂ:
linguistic expression. For instance, a language map of England and Seot) u:l
would reveal the isoglosses for the different eXpressions used to de:::l
qutamn’ (autumn, fall, backend). One dialect may be differentinted [m;
another by listing the linguistic features that occur in & particular region. A

dialect is a user-based variety of a language, C

l : ertain dialects may acquire
some importance and prestige and gradually may evolve nto o distinet

language. Both sociolects and dialects are linked to the speaker’s sociological
background.

Register

The register is the language variety which is primarily determined by
the relevant communicative situations. In other words, it is the variation of
language depending upon the content, A speaker uses a language differently
in different situations. The difference is determined by factors like social
occasion, context, purpose, and audience. Such variations of a single language
are called registers of it. The term ‘register’ is used either o denote the jargon
associated with a particular occupational group or more widely to refer to
any variety that is influenced by subject matter, setting, the group being
addressed, and so on. In other words, it is a form of language associated with
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particular social situations Or §
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< in the fun
discourse tOpICS, the relationship hcfwcr_-n )
nd the medium of cnmmmi“f!l]:ht

n

language, and medic
ctional and communicative conte.
X

and grammatical structure
are influenced by factors like
speakers mvolv ed in the conV ersation, & g
The study of register reveals that language is context-bound. The Tegiste
uage

use 1 communication is gm’cmedb
tual appropriateness and is not arbmary

helps to demonstrate that lang
and contex

rules of situational e
_oriented, W hereas dialects are uscr.(,nm[&i

uncontrolled. Registers are use

ten served to integrate members of social SUhgrOU])q

togetherne

Slangs and jargon of j
keep outsiders at arms” dig
foster group loyalty, and ss, and keep g d""iancc

Diglossia

It refers to the use of two varieties of the same language in differeny sociy

L e -
contexts. The first variety 18 indicated by H and is used 1n sermons, P0|Jtac.‘
: : !
rsity purposes, administrative a

ffairs, and news bm&dcash
he latter one. The second Vaﬁcty
I

speeches, unive
The capital letter L is used to denote t
prevalent in everyday conversations, to be precisc, in informal situationg

There may be a boundary between two different languages or betwee
] 1

dialects of the same language Isoglosses mark the boundary between Place

or regions with different linguistic characteristics

Standard Dialect
All the dialects of a language are in a wWay equally efficient, expressive
and complex. It is very natural that among the speakers of the same language
some may have greater political, cultural, social, and economic importang
than others. Gradually, the dialect they use will soon gain popularity apg
prestige. People always tend to imitate the dialect of such prestigious classe
or groups. Thus, the prestigious dialect will be used by politicians, cultup
leaders, and upper social and economic classes. Literary productions will alsg
be published in the same dialect. The printed documents will also employ the
same prestigious dialect. It will be taught in schools and will be populanise
by the media. Naturally, such dialects will become dominant and may come

to be called the standard dialect.

24

gtandard dialect refers to the standard dialect of Linguistics
enjoys @ higher prestige than any other regional vanah:mf hnguagt that
mncuonai considerations determine the Categoctoation ns, :l'he social ang
example. Standard English represents the homogenous coi‘ stay 3
old Englishes and the new Englishes. Standard English _l:ur::qda

For
T Core of the

(A) Written language &

(B) Literature and print media

(©) Television and radio broadcasts

(D) Politics, administration, and court

(E) Higher education institutions

(F) Educational fields across the world as the teaching targ
jdiolect i

A languagel c’an. be viewed as a collection of mor :
idiolects Often it is indeed impossible to draw A d;‘-l‘m' lless similar
the dialects of two neighbouring regions. However nmilmcnon ‘be_tween
dialect area using social, political, cultural, or gﬂog;rarphical ¥ _we.dmde the
always find a certain degree of systematic variation in th Jiomegc
speakers who are said to belong to the same dialect gl'oue ?Pecch of those
have to admit that everyone has got his or her dialect Thlj - n-f?cL Ve Ay
sy be called idiolect in the lngunge of Yngoiats Mt e
way of speaking and the totality of the speech 'nﬂ‘;:its fa person S i
two idiolects resemble each other. Every idiolect wt(‘:l :nf;: gl
other in various aspects such as vocabulary, pmnllllciaﬁol T from We"?
even in grammar though to a smaller degree. It must alsn! ‘::d WG
that ? person’s intellect will not get fixed forever. By umo d Temember.ed
considered to be the time of language acquisition, it is subj ey the. pen‘od
and change as long as the person is alive and spe;king m]:;; : I-::?:xt‘u:an(m.
. a pattern

of speech that is characteristic of a parti i
particular indivi : :
period in history. individual during a particular

Individuals may modify and i
: extend their idiolects thr i
?;y :ﬂso be remembered that an individual may have sevm:;i::tl hﬁ'e. 2
idiolect) in his or her command and i b
; i 1 may switch from one to th
according to the situation in which he or she finds himself or herself P
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English Language

Linguistics and Structure of the
Lingy
Pidgin jnown 88 creoles. They usually reveal something of g, Blistiog
. b s e 8 It ongj,
: certain arca may have s > 2 ages through the stage of pidging BN ity
Prolonged linguistics contact in &€ o y Everal reg or more languag PIdging The pidging AT¢ Nativizey
£ fed ag

One such result, as we know, is Bilingualism Bilingualism refers to theahlht.
uages. Multilingualism. on the other hand,dcnoms'}:

s 7 3 &
speaker’s proficiency in using three or more languages. Likewise, o Polyﬁlm
is a person who can speak, read, of write in several languages. Howey,
as other effects as well. When ready communicag,,

to use two different lang

linguistic contact h i ; R n,
c 3 S € may arise a si
a restricted set of contexts 1s required, there may mplified versj,

of one of the languages in the world. This I.:mgtliagc will be pho“ellc;m.:
grammatically, and lexically modified in the direction of the mhe”anguage;
This has happened quite spontaneously in s L immediate neeg, |
such situations as trading 1n local cnmmumne‘.s, agl-'lculmral emplﬂ}'mtm
work supervision, domestic employment, administrative routine, the ref,

situation and so on. Such developments are called pidgins. In other Word_;.
pidgin may be understood as a language made up of elements of two 4

more languages and used for contact especially trading contact between ‘-h:
speakers of other languages. It is the simplified version of a language that,
developed to facilitate communication between two mutually uninte]ligiy,
groups. As a result of the mutual abandonment of grammatical Cﬁmmex];]
and selection of vocabulary items from both languages, pidgin is the reg,
of the two languages blending their linguistic structures. Hence, it is a hybr
language. Pidgin is not anyone’s native tongue. An Indian variety of Pidg,
English developed in the Madras Presidency of British India to facility,
communication between the English and their Indian counterparts. Graduan_.
owing to the permanent settlement and the intermixture of speech community
pidgins will turn out to be the mother tongues of the new generation of i
same community. To put it differently, the artificially created pidgins wi
give rise to a first language, in course of time. Such newly constituted mothe

tongue of any speech community is known as creoles.

Creoles

Over years, usually centuries pidgins may come to replace either or both
original languages or to take up a position of equality with them, with greatl
enriched grammatical structures and more extensive vocabularies. They
then become the first languages or mother tongues of many speakers ané

26

C

G

c
European

It 1nco!
ommunifb‘ One May mention such creoles
[

.5, A creole 18 defined as a pidgin that becomes the firsy |

ANguage of 5
Age

reol

ommunity &
[n other waords, creole is a language that has it Ongin in ap o

ween fwo language communities; one of which iy I;th:nded

It is a natural language developed historically from :Cherally

features from each and constitutes the mother lung\?;dilfna

as Jamaican bas

gnglish, and Haitian based mainly on French. Once mo:’;sehi:;ﬂ:::n:n

sstablished as the first, native, languages they become much more comp 3

in structuré and rich in vocabulary than the pidgins from which they ::;

fter it has evolved beyond its role as a trade langy

ontext bet

rporales

sprung.

ﬂeceived Pronunciation

English, as we know, 1s one of the most vibrant and lively of languages

Thus, it was quite natural that the English language came to have little
uniformity over the various regions in England, Language spoken by one
social group may differ from that spoken by another. Simlarly, it might also
vary from locality to locality. Despite all these peculiarities, a certain variety
of pronunciations gained social prestige and popular approval. Naturally
enough, it was the pronunciation of the educated class, To be more specific it
was typical of the educated speakers who belong to the southeast of England.
The people whose pronunciation gained social prestige and popularity were
mainly the upper and the upper-middle class of England. This is what later
came to be known as the received pronunciation of England. The phrase
‘Received Pronunciation’ was coined by the linguist A J Ellis in the 1860s,

A standard speech is known as Received Pronunciation, and it is
commonly referred to as RP. Due to its special prestige, RP is also known as
the Queen’s English, BBC English, or Standard British English. Itis one of
the accented versions that is widely used in English-speaking countries. Given
that it has an accent, RP is worried about pronunciation. When compared to
other regional Englishes, just the accent is different; vocabulary and grammar
are not taken into account. One difference between RP and other regional
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Linguistics and Structure of the English Language tics
dialcets is that RP pronounces the h/ sound s in hurt at the begmmng o 7 Phonbls ot
words, although most dialects, including the chokie] |nfintam. ds £ Mg gEnIS ord se
- and “heart” with an audible , g The W

author of Ki nowledge of Language?

; is derived from the Greek word .
mantics 18 del
English accents pronounce words like “car” ! ; ik
whereas RP does not. On this accent, phonemic transcriptions in dlctlonaﬂg‘ 10 2% linguistics.
are founded. This varicty of pronunciation later gained a greater appreciag, 11. Socioll iiugical linguistics
and got better established with the advent of the radio network and televigj, 12 Anthrop

i Aadoed 8 , e the sign. A
facilities. In other words, the BBC acknowledged and try to propagate thy 13. pefin Course de LinguistiqueGenerale (A Course in General

: . variety of proper pr ssure’s
variety of pronunciation. Again, 1t was this variety Of proper pronuncia,, 14, Saus ublished in the year .

ics) was
accepted by various books on phonetics as the standard pronunciation o ngﬂi““‘"" P
British Eng'hsh iust as we have in the English Pronouncing Dictionar, by 15. Dialect.
Daniel Jones Th.r British Public Schools also tried to popularise this Varig, 16 [suglosscs-
of pronunciation. Later, it was followed by the two great learning centers i, 17, Polyglot:
England, Oxford, and Cambnidge {8, Pidgin.
< o speak about the official received pronunciation 19. Diglossia.
B e ; other regional St n 20, Write any two examples of creole.
3 smber the = are many other regional s 2 - : .
must bear in mind or remember that there ) g tyles o bt Y mosmcing Dichondsy s WALy
ropunciation. But at the same time, they all tend to be modlﬁedmthedlrm.m‘ 21. Engl i
. Give an instance of mother tongue influence.
f the official received pronunciation This 1s because it is almost taken f, 22, &1
; 8 - 3 ; on.
granted that the Received Pronunciation 1s the correct English pronunciatig, 23. Jarg s i
However, this does not mean that this is the variety of pronunciation spoke 24 Wwho 1s the & i
by the largest number of speakers The speakers of received pronunciatiy, 25. Modern linguists prefera to prescriptivism.

do not know that they are only a minority but still, received pronunciatigg 11. Answer the following in a short paragraph not exceeding 50

is looked up to by the non-native speakers of English as the ideal mode]y, words. (2 marks each)

imitate.One gains linguistic prestige by pronouncing RP. On the other hang Briefly explain the features of the language.
. What is body language?
Language is a system. Explain.
Do you think language is hierarchical in nature? Why?
. How do you evaluate the nature and scope of linguistics?
. Distinguish between phonology and semiology?
. Pragmatics.
Historical linguistics.

linguists do not consider any language variety to be either prestigious or n
Questions

I. Answer the following in a word or sentence. (1 mark each)
1. Define language
2. The word ‘language’ is taken from . What is the meaning of

the word?

What do you mean by linguistics?

(e SV o

Bamnett defines language as

- What are the different aspects of psycholinguistics?
. Any two functions of sociolinguists.
6. Distinguish between symbol and sign. l];:ng;:e N‘ld P:mle. oo

lachronic and synchronic.

—
=

The metaphorical aspect of languageis
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Phonetics and Phonology

I ‘\m.-uh:nn,_'\rml.».ul‘.|i1\l.’\ll£ilh'l‘}-\pccchlllcchanlsm
" ics - Tvpes latory 2 il : :
. h-Speech sounds & classification-Vowels-Cardina| VoWl
Organs of sf : rm ot labelling |>h‘mnlug\.P}u:num_\.,\Ilophnnu and the;
Three-part 13 2

B = ntal features-Stress

word sty
§
Juncture I'“Ol'l‘almn

lable structure-Suprasegme

and weak forms-Rhythm

e y
Elision-Transcription (sentences and passages) IPA
ision-Transcr

distmbution-Syl

and sentence stress-Strong

Assimilation

Phonetics

| used in two ways for communicanon: spe 2ch and “'"Tlng
.;11!L’U;{_‘L‘ IS 2 p, ; .

r" [ tudy of the spoken and written forms of the language is all
A systematc stu I th ; . - -

| : The bran ~h of linguistcs that geals with the ‘l"l‘l\ﬂt for of ;
meuistics. 1hc branci L It

known as Phonetics. It studies the production, transmission, ang
is known as )

language S ’
lcc:'mmn of speech sounds. It deals with all possible sounds hum;"T Vol
organs can produce English is not a phonetic language. In the E_l\gllsh
alphabet, we do not have letters as many as we have sounds in Englisy
In other words, with the fwenty-Six letters in the alphabet, we maky

speech :

forty-four speech sounds. This often makes pronunciation differ widely from

the a sript. Words like knife, € h ne, colonel, and lieutenant point out the
C S0 T i I

nd pronunciation. 50, we need a .\PCC[:!.I. branch of

; a
to explain the divergent aspects of various speech sounds

differences in spe

study such as phonetcs

Types of Phonetics

Cs

here are three types of phonet

for
arory i

The production of different speech sounds through the use of speech
is known as articulation. Articulatory Phonetics deals with the

Im_“-cnlt.‘ll
study
along the v

1o the

Phonetics ang p
ts of the speech organs in the production St
aims 10 understand how the outgoing air from th,
ocal tract to produce different speech S

'M)noiug’
Peech. sounds, Thyg

€ lungs 1 regulatey

5 Aeoustic Phonetics
D, Ac

The acoustic analysis examines how sound is transmitted from the spegy
€ speaker

Jistener. The study of acoustic phonetics is concerned with the physica)
ica

sroperties of speech sounds such as frequency and amplitude
I .

3. Auditory phonetics

It deals with the reception and perception of e

gpeech mechanism

A branch of linguistics, phonetics studies sounds’ production EAnEmiSEon
and reception. The following concepts will be discussed in such a systematic snudy:

Air-stream mechanism

The air-stream mechanism is the basis of the production of speech
<ounds. The air stream is the movement of air through the speech organs
during speech production. An air stream mechanism produces an air stream.
In other words, the physiological system involved in the production of speech
sounds is known as the air stream mechanism. Lungs, chest muscles, and
windpipe make up the respiratory airstream system. One’s EXPIrAOry air is
modified into phonemes as it leaves the lungs. The initiator organ sets the air
stream in motion. The three main air-stream mechanisms are:

1. The Pulmonic air-stream mechanism,

2. The Glottalic air-stream mechanism, and

3. The Velaric air-stream mechanism.
When producing speech sounds, the ingressive air-stream mechanism
pulls air in while the egressive air-stream mechanism pushes air out. There
are lungs, and respiratory muscles, which make up the pulmonic air-stream
mechanism. To produce speech sounds, the walls of the lungs act as an
initiator, and the egressive air stream mechanism (pushing the air out of
the mouth) is used. The expansion or contraction of the lungs produces the
awrstream. All sounds in English and Indian languages (except Sindhi) are
produced with a pulmonic egressive airstream mechanism.

ki
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»chanism uses the air in the pharyny :
* g,

stream me 8 o
schanis 1w glottis i .
airstream mechanism gl iates s

«sjve and egressive air-stream mechanisms,

i like Sindhi use the g]un:?}

ds. The air-stream mechgyy, it
L

Linguistics and Struct

The glottalic air- 1

is called the ph;n'_\ngcul
sounds by using both Ingre e
African languages and a few Oriental languages
air-stream mechanism to prnducc speech sol.'lﬂ s known as th

that uses the back of the tongue as an initiator 15 i V‘l c velay a
stream mechanism Of oral air-stream mechanism. The velaric lnngSs“e

air in the mouth. Several African la“Euagt
5

air-stream mechanism utilizes
employ this mechanism

Organs of speech ;
the production of phonemes. The lungg

articipate in
th, and lips are among the organs that contribute ,
the creation of speech sounds. The organs of the human body that help 1,
ch sounds are together called organs of speech. Because of the;
tem. the phonatory system, and the articulatr,
e speech organs. The respiratory Systen',
f most speech sounds. The lungs, the

Several organs p
vocal cords, tongue, tee

produce spee
function, the respiratory sys
system could be used to group th

forms the basis of the production 0 .
of the chest, and the windpipe push the air out and facilitate the

unds. In this system, the lungs supply the energy
s. The airstream from the lungs moves up througy
his system facilitates speech initiatiop

muscles
production of speech so
needed to produce sound!
the windpipe and glottis. As a result, t
The phonatory system with the larynx distinguishes between voiceq
sounds and voiceless sounds. The larynx1sa muscular structure and is situateq
at the upper part of the trachea. Vocal cords are placed horizontally inside
the larynx. Glottis is the space between the vocal cords. When a voiceless
sound is produced, the glottis is wide open. The air can pass through it freely
without setting the vocal cords into vibration, in such situations. When
breathing takes place, the glottis remains opened, which causes these sounds
to be called breathed sounds. /p/, /t/, /k/, /fl, /s/ etc. are voiceless sounds
in English language. The glottis 1 closed when it produces voiced sounds.
During the production of voiced sounds, the vocal cords are held together
loosely, and the pressure of air from the lungs makes the vocal cords vibrate,

o/, /d/, /g/, W/, Izl are examples of voiced consonants.
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Phﬂna“ﬂ ang
The articulatory system comprises the active ang

s
iRaf of the mouth, tongue, lips, and teeth 5 Ih‘p S5lye Mticulaory

€ ag
the production of speech sounds. The ruo:'“v: and passiye
o |_hc m
outh ig

fidge The teethnigge
™on of the roof of the
The roof of the moygy
ceth-ridge. Harg palate
.then suddenly becomes
f of the mouth i located

= palate, Velu S
.I_L.Lm‘lc for the soft palate. The uvula refers to the fleshy strue M i another

t the very end of the roof of the mouth. A sound pmd:-::d:\al ‘;ﬂngﬁ
¥ ¢ Uﬁing

The
jculators 110
the uvula, hard palate, soft palate, ang e

ar ridge or alveolum is the convex bony po

arl ;
made uP of
or the alveol
uth that 18 located just behind the upper front teeth

5 concave, hard, and bony right ﬁ]llﬂ“ﬁng i
this area of the surface. The roof of the SR

mo
hcgomc

refers t0 ; :
softand fleshy. This soft and fleshy surface of the roq

ust pehind the hard palate and is known as the soft

Ino:u.‘l)f a
{he nasal passage and releasing air only through the mouth is called
sound. In the production of nasal sounds, the air passes only through than 84

[n the production of nasalized sounds, the air escapes both thiongh 1: nose.

and the mouth. The tongue and lips are the active articulators thre: l‘i)nse
the upper teeth and lower teeth are the passive articulators in A pmd& oth
of speech sounds. The various speech organs are: uction

lips
. teeth

. alveolar ridge

w b -

I

. hard palate
. soft palate (velum)

. uvula

e =

pharynx

]

. epiglottis
. glottis — the gap between

o

vocal folds
10.
11. tip/apex of the tongue

larynx (Adam’s apple)

12. blade/lamina of the tongue
13. front of the tongue
14. back/dorsum of the tongue

Downloaded by Amit Sharma (amitmudgal69@gmail.com)



nguage
Linguistics and Structure of the English Languag

Speech sounds & classification

re altogether forty-four speech sounds ["hm. 2
are altog )

In English, there Wl o)
§ nd consonants Vowels are twenty in Numy

broadly classified into vOW els a

Is are divided 1nt0 TWE I e
? 2 voiceless o
are div ided into nine voIcciess and fifteen m.tm

lve pure vowels and eight dlpl‘lhun
he twenty vowe

The twenty-four consonants

\'lll\\\lﬂ"kl]l'ﬁ
Speech Sounds

Speech Sounds (44)

/ "onsonants-24
Vowels-20 Consona

Pure Vowels-12 Dipthpngs-8

Voiced-15 Voiceless-9

Vowels are sounds in the pronunciation of which there is no obstructigy
to the airstream while it passes through the mouth. In the pronunciation of
vowels, the airstream passes smoothly through the mouth. There is no frictioy
in the mouth and the air escapes freely Thus, a vowel is a sound in which aj
flows out of the mouth relatively freely and the sound is relatively loud ang

strong. Contrary to this, Consonant sounds experience friction during thejr
pronunciation. There may be friction felt on the soft palate or hard palate, iy
the gums or somewhere else in the mouth. In consonants, air flows out of the
mouth less quickly because there is a constriction somewhere in the voeal

tract that interferes with the air’s flow, thus reducing the sound’s energy.

In short, there are forty-four phonemes in English. As we have seen these
sounds are produced with the help of the pulmonic airstream that comes out
of the lungs through the windpipe (trachea) and passes through the glottis (the
upper opening of the windpipe). In the glottis, there are two membranous lips
which are called the vocal cords. The vibration and position of vocal cords
play an important role in dividing speech sounds into voiced and voiceless

36

g

N e w
orty-four speec h sounds, we say thirty.f

Ve are VOuced inatyly
g
Guring the POt g,
L
are called Yong
o soung,
of consonanty Aifteen are

o ofthe ! e
e ne phonemes are voiceless. Those sounds
<t Nt

the ™ h the vocal cords come closer and vibrate
cn

Jf whie ‘

¥ 1l the yowels are

A

. e voiceless
ne are v

. and nt

ced @

voiced sounds. In the category

yoI
ctical methods for a
iR Ascertaiming whet)

There g |
yoiced OF not
y OE SMIIE the Adam’s Apple (exterior of the glowis)
1

prulllll'ln.'l

t‘runn; the
YOu can feel the
T There will be g such vibration

ation of a sound. If the sound 15 a voloed oae

pration of the v ocal cords on your finge
VIDIE

if the cound is voiceless

3

You may close your ears with your fingertips while Pronouncing sound
L1

you will feel a buzzing sound if the pronounced sound % & voleed
ote

And no buzzing will be felt in the case of voiceless sounds
After passing through the glottis the airstream passes through various
specch organs such as velum (soft palate and hard palate), alveoli, teeth ridge
teeth, lips, tONEUE, etc. According to the speech organ used for pre ﬂcm;
the sound, a sound may become any one of the follow ing
(a) Velar sounds
(b) Palatal sounds
(c) Alveolar sounds

'«(" Dental sounds and
(e) Labial sounds

Cardinal Vowels

Cardinal vowels are a set of fixed vowel points or references Linguists
use cardinal vowels as references to describe, classify and compare the
vowels of any language. Daniel Jones designed eight vowels as cardinal
vowels based on tongue height and part of the tongue that is maised during
the pronounciation. In other words, depending on the position of the tongue
relative to the roof of the mouth, how forward or backward the highest point
of the tongue is, and the shape of the lips, either rounded or unrounded,
cardinal vowels can be classified. A vowel sound can be articulated inside the
vowel area of our mouths. In extreme positions, the tongue can produce these
sounds, either in front or in back, high, or low. To put it differently, during

n
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= a] ¢ 25 e i
he production of vowels, the cardinal vowel area is felt by the ton . must be a single syllable for each g hth "’thm%
the production ¢ T . e S :
_ well as at its front and back positig L 1, The : Phthong
highest and lowest levels as W Sea R 1S. The en*_;; ""“t:;:on s which are combinations of three vowels. In the :T::cre Wy
ok . described hi 3 Ouney,
coniionl v S8/ B0 — s thongs- 2 vowel glides to another and then further glides to 5 atlon of
Part of the riph W ird vowe)
Tongue heiot Eg ngher- /haia/
e ong i o L )
Symbol m“‘_L_“.k £ ght Golng- /gauin/
raised ;nspm K f'inspaiaf-"
Front Close ] :
e pure vowels—Monophthongs are twelve in number.

Half-close

Front
Front Half-open
Front
Back
Back Half-open

Half-close

Close

Front Central Back
Close i i
Close-mid “
Alone- /alaun/
Open-mid 2 Diphthongs
Diphthongs are often called vowel glides because the tongue glides or
mravels from one vowel position to another while pronouncing a diphthong,
Open a There are eight diphthongs.
A Glide towards /i/----—--- /ei/ as in eight, great, paste, taste,
Pure vowels, Diphthongs, Semivowels /ai/ as in right, eye, i
Viowels be either long or short. /i/ is a short vowel and /i:/ is a log /o¥/ as in boy, oil, coy.
ywel. Us owels form the nucleus of a syllable. They are soft, \Oice;- Glide towards /u/----—--/3u/ as in no, go, so, open.
Pure Vowels or monophthongs are single vowels. They hax /aw/ as in out, house, how, sound
stant articulatory position, They are fixed as well. /i/, /ad/, la Glide towards /3/—-—-- /ial as in fear, ear, tear, dear
u:/, /e, /a some of the pure vowels. Diphthongs are combinations ¢ /wa/ as in sure, tour, cure
/eal as in air, share, care, chair.

ia/, /ual, Jeal, /ail, /ei/, foi/ are formed by combining two pue

€
&0
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tial position of rest. In the case of tap sound 'Pimnu!,gg‘jl

—
Phonemes E‘““‘Nﬂ ==
[ e 3 it s, there s
to 118 Rt s there 1
C 1 A Series of taps occur in the production of tn] /yy H mly one tap

2 Ence tap
SOUngg

S No e
I | : = — e where?

F | s=ll y - /] ~4 e also L,_.m-.d on

T tion of Vowels

Classificd
may be classified based on three criterjg.

Linguistics and Structure of the English Language

e-tap-trills

vowels
| Dependingon the part of the tongue that is Taised during the
of v owels 'pm““"c‘a““f\
Depending on the height to which the tongue is raiseq
Depending on the position of the lips while pronuuncmg the vowels

central

ts, but they appear to be “’mhlnu:l-k.‘
Ong

Sl Phoie e like vowels, but phonologically, they 4
owe hone Y are |
In other words, they function like consonants in a syllabje J close
: ) n
I
1ts because there 1s some s0rt of bﬁ( )
& ks
K2

g these sounds. They are Preceg, half-close hid \, 1
5 \

vowels appe
roNOUNCIng

consonants

sem to be consor
or hindrance

- N

7 In sente For instance, the se mivowe| i’ m

) may

A/. Likewise, the
the soung e
. head \

by the indefinite articic
and

understood as a combina
of /w and /a/. Often these twg S04
T

yod as a con 1
I ronunciation ol these s nde o
C5C Sounds Cause

nav be unders
may DE Undc

are called approximants becal he |
ceria tion of the vocal cords. There is a sufficient L_-
gy A ut causing friction hum;h.
them. Semivowe re called open approximants while fricatives -

: unround hard

closed approximants
1. Depending on the part of the tongue raised during the vowels®

t15 often known by another name g tri)

|

pronunciation, they can be classified into back vowels. front vowels, and
:

Though /r/ also is a semivow
or roll as this sound expresses of trill, particularly in the Seopg
language. With intermittent cic ills are produced. Several fimes 2
~ central vowels.
T, resulting mn intermitient tapping, In this e

Front vowels can be generated by raising the front of the e

articu rs contact q w1
the tongue p laps several gainst the back of the alveolar ridge, or

back, so that air can only pass intermitten the hard palate. In other words, front vowels are those whose creation causes

the tongue’s front to be lifted toward the hard palate. Front vowels are il i,

uvula taps against the tongt
he /v/ sound in red /red’ is an example of a

e lel, laef,
Back vowels can be generated by raising the back of the tongue toward

between the articuiators. 10
und. On the other hand, the /r/ sound in very /veri/ is an example of ta
urs ben two vowels. Here the active articulator move

the soft palate. That indicates that the rear of the tongue is lifted toward the

en wi
ulator to make a momentary contact and gets back

sound

i
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jucing vowels with a back sound, Back Vowelg Ing)
yroducing g

soft palate W hile |

a .'I‘.J.'.H.I.l:

idle ol the tongue can also be raised toward the area (vﬁh’.‘ My,
The nmuddice I . : i o I
} he har i p late and soft p.‘l\.lIL‘ converge to generate v Is .]_h %
nere the Naly Yle \ ;
A 1 vOw els. In other words, the central vowels ; e hey
i central ¥ S. 5 :
are known as cent ; :
Ve centre se lifted tows 3 ire
hose creation ¢ quses the tongue s centre 10 be ed toward [th c[‘l“n
whose Cred aus R ‘ e
h cOre s arefaly 13, T AL
¢ hard and soft pﬂ;ﬂc‘_\ The corc v owe Is are /
¢ nard « i

1. Depending on the heights to which the tongue 18 raised dUTlng
¢ I &

the

hey may be classified into close Vowels
b ) Aol

pronunciation of vowels, t

vowels, and mid vowels

ose vowels are those

The cl vowels during the production of which 5
e € ‘

raised very close 10 the roof

; of the mouth. They are /if, fiz/, ry/ =
tongue 1s W, gy

The longer the vowels, the closer they are. Thus, /1718 closer than /i/ and
is closer than /u

The open vowels are those VOW els during the production of which &
tongue is kept as low as possible. /m and /a:/ are ‘\a.ld to be open vowels_ Ay
the rest are mid vowels They are: /e/, /ol, 13/ 13:/, al, Ial. They are ki

called half-close vowels and half-open vow els

III. Depending on the position of the lips while pronouncing the VO“'EI-Ihey

are classified into spread vowels, round vow els, and neutral vowels The
lips are kept spread or neutral during the production of unroundeq i

spread vowels. The following are examples:

., v, e/, 1&l, Ja.

They are called spread vowels because they are pronounced with g

spreading of the lips. The round vowels are /o/, / 3:/, /u/, /luz/. These are
sounds produced by a rounding of the lips

The remaining three sounds are said to be neutral vowels because the

I v » g i 1
lips assume a neutral position during their pronunciation neither spreading
nor rounding. They are /3:/, fal/, /a/.
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! sification of Diphthongs
(1a5s

L a
As you have already seen diphthongs are combinations of Wo vowel
sounds pronounced as one. A diphthong may be best defined as a ghde or‘:
say a diphthong 15 2 sound produced by the gliding of the tongue from u:'
yowel position 10 another. In the pronunciation of a diphthong like /aif “:e
tongue glides from the vowel /a/ to /i/. The first vowel shows the su.a;'lm
point of the tongue and the second vowel shows the direction in which thge
tongue glides Diphthongs are therefore indicated by

arrows ( ) and cones ( & 3%

Diphthongs may be classified into closing diphthongs and centring
diphthongs. Closing diphthongs are those that end in a closed vowel like A/
or /u/. There are five closing diphthongs as follows:

‘ai/, lel/, lov/, faw/, fau/

Centering diphthongs are those diphthongs that end with the central

vowel schwa /o/. There are three centring diphthongs, /ial, /ual, feal,as shown
below.

Diphthongs could also be classified into falling diphthongs and rising
diphthongs. This is based on the prominence received by the two elements
in a diphthong. The greater prominence may be caused either by greater
inherent sonority or by the stronger stress received by the two elements in

5]
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a diphthong is more PrOming

os and Structure of the English
d in the reverse case, we Bivi

nt
ay
the end we have a f8 ..
eSSET L‘r'mrluh:m- i 2T
> diphthongs of medern English are falling dlphlh :

e d 2 un

/av 15 an exa

Mple

of

Linguisti
the diphthong. When the beginning of

alling dmh(lmng. an
e to the beginmng and more Prominene

diphthong (1

Imost all th :
G > fia/, and /ua/

ymportant rsing diphthongs are

end)
be marked as follows

The two

falling diphthong which could
~aFive- /f ~aav

h i

~Here
be marked as the second example
L

The rising diphthong may

Classification of the Consonants
sssified according to the three following norms,

Consonants are Cia

1. According to the organ W hich produces the consonant sound
2 .%.'cwum;\ to how the organs articulate them or according to hoy, ol
are made )
According to the condition of the vocal cords w hile pronouncing Hieg

According to the condition of the vocal cords, they are classifieq i

voiced and voiceless consonants
Voiced Consonants

If the vocal cords are brought together in such a way that iy :
vibration of the vocal cords during the pronunciation of a consonant sond
such a phoneme is called a voiced consonant. The glottis is closed e

E\ampEs_7
Bed- /be =

| /bed/ ]
(iun.-..-‘gg\nj
_ Justice- /dzastis/

production of voiced sounds

(N

Phonemes

/b/

Slne. :

,77\"’01&\:- /vois/
_ That- /dat
Zero-/ziaraw/

Phonetics and Phonology

Measure- /mega/

Rain- /rein/
Won - /wan/

e e

onants
cords are wide apart during the pronunciation of a consonant

ide open), the consonant is called voiceless or breathed

\;oice!ess Cons'
1f the vocal

(the glots is W

s:OI\Smmnl_

A voiceless sound may simply be called breath and a voiced sound a

¢ are pairs of English consonants of which one is voiceless,

oice. Oftent ther
v other is voiced. But we may note that there are only nine voiceless

ts of which only eight had pairs.
! Phonemes
|I Ip/
It/
K/

and the
consonan

Examp]m
Pitch- /ptf
Tooth- /tu:6/
Kite - /kait/
Church- /tf5.t/

Fool - /fu:l/ :\

Think -/@ink/
Sea -/si:/
Shampoo- /fempu:/

Hay - /hei/

—

Sino.

11/

Ist
s
/h/

Total consonant sounds which have pairs =16

| g | fosgn |
l d3 | vdz3 \mm]

1
Voiceless |
T

ptk \ \
bdg I
As shown in the above picture nine are voiceless and fifteen are voiced

_\
_\
jrw\

consonants.
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y he English Langu
Linguistics and structure of 1 gl
Q
Paired voiced sound =
X
Paired voiceless sound =?
he speech organs articulate or the manner of
According to how the Sf 1 ; he mcma
ints they may be classified into S1X groups as: o
consonants they ma)

the
1. Plosive: 2. Affncates 3. Fricative
05 > -
4. Nasal 5. Lateral 6. Semi vowels
INasd

vill help you understand the details

Below is a table []m_\_ R e L i

| Plosives | Affricates | Fricative ‘ Nasal | Laterg)
| I
tl | fosfh |

x

! Voiceles '7[‘_[
h d

e
[ d3 J_sz mnru

=l

Voiced

Plosives

In the production o1 plosives. a complete stricture occurs when the i
H

and passive articulators come Into contact and the air releases Suddep], I

other words, during plosives, there is a stop/blocking of the airfloy fuliﬂ“.
by a release

Blockage at the lips - /p/, /b

Block the :L'._”\”LE__'l" t/,

Blockage at the velum -/k/, /g

Plosives are also known as stops. Stops means stopped Consonants

Affricates
Affricates are consonant sounds pronounced with complete closure and
slow release. They are, combinations of a plosive and a fricative, In Englig
there are only two affricates: /tf/, and /d3/. /t[/ is a combination of plosive 4

and fricative /[ whereas /d3/ 1s a combination of plosive /d/ and fricative j;
Fricatives

s are sounds in whose pronunciation the articulating organs ar

ha way as to cause some sort of friction. There ar

s in English. They are /f/, /8/, /s, I[l, fu/, Iv/, 18], i), iy

Phonetics and Phonology

50 called close approximants because here the articulating
F r.c‘d“"f-‘ﬁ are i proximate each other thereby closing the air passage
ol

- near . .
_ come e s ion of fricatives lower lips are combined with upper
ne

nasal | sounds are pronounced, the nasal passage is open, and the
sa
When na  Sickat Al from the lungs, escapes partly through the nasal
ssage 15
e 1d partially through the mouth.
cavity ar

Eg: /s vl 10/

pateral ; . j :
4l is a sound produced with the airstream passing along the sides
A later

e tongue. A Latera
re in the centre of th
scapes along the sides of the tongue without any friction. There

| consonant is articulated with a structure or complete
of th
closu

d the air € 3 e
an S lateral consonant in English which is /l/.

e vocal tracks. The sides of the tongue are lowered

is onl

semi VDWEIS
s we have already seen, semi vowels are sounds pronounced with the
g organs approximating each other (brought very near to each

Al

articulatin
other) with open approximation very much as in the case of the pronunciation

of the vowels. They are therefore called open approximants. The air passage
remains open as in the case of the vowels. The semivowels are /j/, /r/, /wl.

Air may occasionally travel between the active and passive articulators
due to the stricture. The active articulator vibrates against the passive in this
type of stricture, known as intermittent closure. Trills or rolled consonants are
the sounds made during this period. /r/ is a trill sound.

Thirdly, consonants are classified according to their articulating organs.
Below is a table showing how consonants are classified based on their
articulating organs.
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Bilabial
- » produced with the help of
bial consonants are those proc P of both lips, 1

i
-+

Bila

/m/, /w/. While pronouncing this, the lower lip is hm"ghq )
/my/, %

are /p/y b/,

to the upper one

Labio dental

The labiodental consonants, /f/ and /v/ are produced when the lowg

is raised against the upper teeth

by

Dental
Dental consonants are those sounds that are pronounced with the
F ? ']
g

of the tongue (active articulator) raised aganst the upper teeth ra
articulator). They are /6/ and /0/. t
Alveolar
The Latin word ‘alveolus’ means teeth ridge or gum. The alveolar ol
are those pronounced with the tip of the tongue raiscd against the upper tex
ridge

Eg: i/, /d/, s/, fzl, In/, V.

Post alveolar
It is that consonant sound pronounced with the tongue raised against thy
part of the roof of the mouth just behind the teeth ridge. These consonan

sounds are produced through the active articulation of the tongue tip and the

passive articulation of the teeth ridge. /r/ is a post alveolar sound.

Phonetics ang Phonology

; ";wniur

ounds are pronounced with the tongue raised againgt that p

e 8 . oot ! an
[ of the mouth where the hard palate and the teery ridge joined
roo g

They are articulated when the tongue tips and blades touch the teeth

1, 1§l 13/
g, Mgt 1031

patatal :
A palatal consonant is the one pronounced with the tongue agatnst the
als

| palate rhe front of the tongue acts as the active articulator and yhe hard
e ive articulator,
1o {5 the passive articu
pu!alu 15
Eg i
Velar
Velar means soft palate. Velar sounds are those pronounced with the
(ongue raised towards the velum or soft palate. The back of the tongue is the
: 1 "
tive articulator, and the soft palate is the passive articulator.
ac
Eg: /K, /g/, Mol
Glottal
Glottal is a sound that gets pronounced in the glottis. Vogal i
active articulators. /h/ is the glottal sound.

pronunciation of suffixes ‘s’ and ‘es’

The plural of a noun or the possessive case of a noun or the third person
singular maker of a verb is pronounced as /s/, /2/, liz/.

The following are a few simple guidelines regarding how the plural
makers and the third person singular makers are pronounced,

1. The suffix *s* or ‘es’ is pronounced /s/ when the root of the word ends in
a voiceless consonant other than /s/, 1, or Iff.
Eg: Caps — /kazps/
Cats- /kaets/
Cooks- /kuks/
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of the E nglish 1 anguage

Linguistics and Structure
Laughs- /1a:is
Paths- /p& tis
3 The suffix ' or 'es' IS ;umu-uun-.l as /z/ 1f the root ends in vy .
Ce i
other than /&, /35 d3 "
Eg: Bulbs bhalb
Nuns nAnZ
Bags breg?:
Boys - /DOIZ
Loves = /1AVZ
Loathes - laudz
Names - /neima
Goes Qouz
Plays - /pleiz
Keys - /Kiiz
onounced /iz/ if the root ends in /s/,
ShaAL I

L1y

3 The suffix ‘s"or testis pr

4/, and /d3

Eg Passes- /paisIZ
Roses- /rauziz
Bushes - /bufiz
Benches bent[iz

Edges - /ed3iz I

Rouges - /ri3iz !

I

pronunciation of the Past Tense Maker ‘d’ or ‘ed’
|

1se maker ‘d’ or ‘ed’ is pronounced as
d as /t/, /d/, a
+ df, and fidl, Ty,
H

is upon the sounds with whic! i
5 nich the present tense f |
28 nse form ends Ty
C Y
i

The past ter
choice depend
following rules are to be remembered in this context l
l i
the past tense maker ‘d’ or ‘ed’ will be pronounced as /t/ 5

1

1. Ifthe present tense ends in &
ds in a voiceless consonant
sonant other than the it/
Soun

Eg: Capped -/kaept
Cooked -/kukt/
Thatched -/OaetV/

Laughed -/la:ft/

Phonetics and Phonology

nt 1ENSE ends in & voiced sound other than /d/, the past tense
46

od as 1d/
15 |-mnu||mu ¥

feabd/
Mepd/
% adgd/
Navd/
Nondd/
fpuld/
A!ln\\-'n’l Jalaud/
r\nnu}‘uxl - Janoid/
esent lENse of ¢
as /id/.

the pr y word ends in either /t/ or /d/ sound, its past

1 When
pmnmmccd

(ense 18
Jwontid/

g wanted ]
Jwundid/

wounded
Mended Jmendid/
1- /saundid/

Soundet
d- /instraktid/

Instructe
[I1-treated- Ailtristid/

Linking-r
1n our hypothetical speech, the words would be separate units arranged
. L)

next 1o one another. 1t is common for words to be linked togeth

in connected speech, Most commonly, linking and intrusive ‘r's s

connect words in a sequence. When a word ends with the letier ‘t* m: m v

pronounced when the word is uttered in isolation, and the n on r‘m

\::u:-“ vllu;,vcl with no pause in between the two wo‘rds in the c:::l:::;lbcmn;

the final letter ‘r* of the first word is pronounced. This is called ‘linki e
. inking-r'.

n ‘_J.cql.lcl‘l\.‘l.‘

Eg: The words butter - /bata/
Father - /fa:00/
Far - /fa:/

-
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Linguistics and Structure of the English Languag

are pronounced as above, w

. hich mey
ma el Neang the

silent when these words are pronounced

fiy
n Solatig,,
and ey
Ir g
Ty,

wutter and jam, father and mother, far away

d as follows
butt { jam batar an dgem
sutter and jam

th .d mothe fa:dar an mada
fathe and L

far away and near enough fa:r awel an mar inafy

the previous example, the word *away” ends with a vowe], and y

he pe,
Ogety,

vowel letter of one word 1s followed by another Vowe|
; of g,
e

0

a vowel In other words, two vowel sounds oceur

cases, an additional ‘r" 18 introduced in betw
e

of intrusive-r

might hear an /r/ soung a
Wi

spelling; that is if one w
L € Word
eng

¢ 1o that begins with another v,
O
n

ind 15 introduced between the p

SIVEe-T

Morphology

that means shape. In linguistics 'Hls‘rph'rct'gJ

Words change their shapes JL'gn[d"]g 1 te]

mes and denvational morphemes (s, es, d o
» 85, d,

(ment, Ous, 10N, Or, er, y, etc.)

|, meamingful unit in the structure of a language

two such umits that are *cat” and *s’. Here et

ic because it doesn’t depend on any other elemen
case 15 smd 10 be a bound morpheme as it i
morpheme “cat” in this context. Some linguists have

n terms ¢

' phonemes. They describe a morpheme asi

ma.'ﬁl"“gful phoneme or a series of Phonemes hat
without destruction or change ufmcnmng in Ilpnn:

Cular |
Fg: Boys -boy +s “guage
Desks- desk +s

Benches- béench +s

The word ‘unwisely' consists of three morphemes, 1
P _ » WD——wige
.gn'and ‘ly"are bound morphemes and wise is g free morphem, 8e—ly. Here
nsist of only a single morpheme byt it must have sume Am“"‘phemg
e muanmg F
- For

may €0 .
2/ in ‘sings’ 18 a morpheme.

t_,‘;,mplv.
,\uumtll‘l—'h

-ontextual or positional varig
It is a con anant of a morphem,
€. The
plural

yrpheme 'S and ‘s have three allomorphs, and three realizations agegrg
Cor ing

me
, different phonetic contexts
1c
Eg; dogs - dogz/
Benches- /bentfiz
Cats - /keets/
similarly, the past tense morpheme *d” and *ed’ has 20t three

&, fidl, allomorphs

nJmcF_\- v,
Eg Capped - /kaept
Bagged - /baegd
Wanted -/wontid/
Morphology is the study of morphemes and their combin

such as inflectional morphemes, derivational morphemes. bo
.
free morphemes, and alike.

ations in words
und morphemes,

Phoneme, Allophone & Phonology

The phoneme is the minimal and distinct sound unitofa language. It isth
most basic and smallest element in the €Xpression system of a hngu;, e
term minimal means that it cannot be broken down ge. The
that, when a phoneme is substituted with another, the meaning chan

word “phoneme” comes from the Greek word ‘phone’ which me ges. The
Every language has many vowel and consonant sounds fomgaies:::il

» While distinctive means

5
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he English Language

cs and Structure of t
an be grou ed mto a l .
E P! imited Dy

Linguwists
i
gystem of that language These sounds €
; 4 (hese sound umis are called the
of distinctive sound umis 2 1d these s the Ph:_\n“““
osed within slant lines > of

phonemic

that Jangu symbols are encl
hat 12

~/ 1n the word kin it becomes pin

' A d'ﬁﬂum

bstituted by
is formed with this substitution. Thus
D g

When /k/ 15 SU
word with a different meaning
mn contrastive

e it d 3

n Certain subs 2 tesgy,

English language, voiceless plosives gg
Z > UCCur
Aspirated and unaspirated v, ;

cg

k/ are phonemes distribution./K/ and /p/ in sky and a
are phone : .
in contrastive distributi® ons will not make

For instance, 10 the

change
haspirated

both aspirated and ur i forms *

=
to be 10 cnmplumunl’ 5
ng Aspirate

e if we begin the words with un;
= 5 " ASpiray
o

‘ ary distributions & S
plosives are sal ry ] ns as their &ubimul"m
: caless plosives oce
does not change the meanif d voiceless plosives oceur first jp g

3t chang x

words The meaning will nC
s will find 1t strange.Aspirated /ph/ in piy <

sounds, but nauve speaker
unaspirated /p/ 10 spin are examples. One can substitute the /ph/ with o
/ e
pin as it does 0Ol change the meaning
The phonemes could also be identified by discovering the Hmb
ini ir is T of
in a language. @ minimal pair 1s a set of two words, wy
S, which

nd. Sometimes initial sounds may diff
T &
¢/ and sat /seet/ are examples of w n;
oy

miumal pairs

differ trom each other in one sou

in seat /sLU af d near /mi:v. Seat /St
where meddle v owel sound 15 different. Faith /fer®/ and fail /feil/ are a sor
of
minimal pair where the last sounds are different
Allophone 15 & positional variant of a phoneme. It is a phone
mig

variation that will not bring
phonetic characteristics of neighbouring soungs
SOunds

result of 1ts position and the

For example, consider the wi
different allophones of the pho
of the phoneme /K

neme /1/. Similarly. /k/ in keep and /k/ in coot

are two vanetes

articulation because it stands near the front vowel /i:/. Similar|
. v

or the front

I/ sound in fi

a meaning change. The phonemic vanation |
31 §
ords fill and full. N n full and /V/ in full are twy |
. 0
/k/ sound in keep has a front resonance |

/I has a front articulation or front resonance because it is near |

Phonetics ang pt e
By

ds that can be grouped into a single phon feet etc. 1n
eme are cal)
e

eme or allophones of that phonem:
<

pave in pAITS like root and rat, part and pet, foot and
¥ ang

the goun
of that phon

\r Thes Words,
morphemes

phomﬂngy
It 1s the selection and orgamzation of sounds
- S 1N g -
0 A particular lanpys
Buage. To

put it 10 gimple terms, phonology indicates the study of pt

sudy o1 phonemes

Murpllophﬁl‘lll‘ll‘lt' is the study of morphemes and o, s
¥ phonemes

and their

yptual correspondence Itis the study of morphology and pl
P ‘\‘“Olt)gy Ac
ogether

2. The lural morph {4 ‘e ha
[-}:1 P ph *s” or ‘es have different :
1© realizatio
- mns

jike 15/ /7y /iz/. This happens in the field of phonology so
80 morphology ay
nd

plms\olnk‘-
hological Conditioning

y overlap here

MorP
In linguistics, & certain phenomenon is a conditioned
cd one wh
en 1l oceun
TS

under the fulfiliment of certain requirements or certain ¢

pe able 10 predict a certain phenomenon when we see 1h‘::l'tdmons‘ We may

are fulfilled. In linguistics, wWe can identify two types of ¢ '~'-‘-m.nn conditions
hunu]ng;c;\] conditioning and morphological coni dihom:,;d“mnmg namely

Phonolug'ical conditioning

When the form of an allomorph is directly dependent

phoneme that allomorph is said to be phonologically condit; upon an adjacent
plural morphemes provide very good examples of phonol ioned. The English
joplionsas manifestation of the plural morphemes of ogical conditioning
plurals 15 determined by the sound that precedes thenouns h:.av'mg regular
other words, the plural phonetic manifestations such plural inflection. in
phonetically conditioned allomorphs of the English :s Isl, 1zl and fiz) are
‘es’. This phenomenon could be presented as fol\owsp ural morpheme ‘s’ or

A. The allomorph /s/ occurs when the singular form of th
ends in any voiceless sound other than the allomo he concerned noun
singular form of the concerned noun ends in any Vcln? ezppears when the
ced sound other th
an

Isf, A1, 111

k/ sound has a back articulation because it is nea |
/1 sound in fill has a back articulation or back
|

the front vowel /I/ In cook
the back vowel Av. Similarly,
resonance because it stands near the back vowel /u/. Other examples may

54
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ifri}‘lll‘-‘slli‘\ ne ; : | E
yular ol the \'nln'CH!ul noun ends in Ny voiced :

\ nd,,
B, When the sing / the allomorph /2/ appears :
3 pon the sounds Tike /2 155 ds/, the I ppears e yown 85 optional elements, The R thmuw

than the S o b :

Jar of the noun ends in any of the sound ag I8/, gy n celeasing consonant or onset and the %mw“:l‘:cgma "Y“ﬂhh\.m‘
. When the singuid e Wity -esting consonant or coda, A y, ; a\md"“)i\lm . ed
llomorph /i2/ 8PP an Arre 2 ord, which e 18 called
</. /d3/ the allC I I A Jed 8 mmluS}'"uhlc word. The words 1, s
-ases the factors responsible for the proper Plurg) fo, calle
above cases

on
© €Y fai, o YAl iy

In all the

. . cay that the English plural m are muum.)-!iuh:c words. “1~l‘1c W?fﬂs with twe P m:"“”-m!p e

e the preceding phonemes. " 1 o 2 cas i ey words. Open - fau-pan/, exam- fig-zem/, landing - 15, cﬂ\'leddh!l\lhk
i Jogically conditioned The same is the case with thy Ellgl‘ e disyllabic words. Minister - /mi-ni-sty), cxmine.?‘d‘“’-““ddm-rwdm
or ‘es’ 18 F‘;'-IWH‘I:":JHN ‘d’ or ‘ed i l_‘r;pr|l"'“"p:‘l—.j are trisyllabic words with three Syl\ab::;.?x;mW‘?ﬂm'lm\
past tense mMory 2 Je-mi- nei-[an/ is an example of a polysyllabie nis hmmamm e
Morphological or 1 exical Conditioning hree syllables: Relationship - /ri-le1-fon-fip/ is another exa‘:m:‘x:rm s

Qome allomorphs are ;11_.\11\|I|||\\3_‘1L‘.l‘|\ conditioned. In such cases, :
ome allom

If a syllable ends in a vowel, it is called open

: syllable, |f 5
in a consonant 1t 18 called a closed syllable. Eye /ai/ ang o] 5 \f?;tablc 2
of open and closed syllables, respectively. Sometimes vowe| moﬂ:xam'.ﬂcs
syllable. For example, the first syllable in the word abiitly (o canbe a

Jllomorph may be determined by a specific morph
allomo

choice of a partici

han t phonetic env ironment. For example, the plural of the -
rather than bY 4 onel

» while plurals of other words that are similar in appcamﬂwan
tox” 18 ‘oxen whllc pitiat

ranner with pnom-l.mlra! conditioning
manne i E £

- 1 in the usual 1 of a vowel alone While transcribing a word, a syllable dur;s'\m:‘?:::‘::s‘m

formed in the usus ; hyphen. Often one vowel and one or more consonants s ed by
e e p: avliablc. For example, take the word technigue (tek-m-,k)_ ‘Beﬁ\mmsumm a
This pec of the word ‘ox’ is caused by the morphologiy :n the word have one vowel and two consonants ea ¢ syllebles

ch. But there are nstances
as well.

""\‘L'-JI'.I'If\ o1 Inc

me ‘ox’. So, the allomorph ‘en’ is ““‘T'Ph(\log;cm\

where syllables are composed only of consonants
reas in the case of other words like boxes, foxes, taxe

R Eg: Cotton -/ko-tn/
Chasm - /" kz-zm/

etc. the plur

yrphemes are ;«h.mu]ngl(d!]) conditioned. There are othe

examples of similar lexical phenomena W hich may be explicit m words |ii

> in these examples, the second syllables do not have

ho1dren brethren, etc., and the past tense form of go (went) e e ; Athe Poeae o
children, brethren, ¢ a vowel in them. The second element in such syllables is cafied syllabic
The Syllable consonants (/n/ and /m/).

In a linguistic system, phoneme forms the basic unit. The combinatis Syllabic COnSARRIE
of phonemes creates the next higher unit in the system. Such units a A syllabic consonant is a voiced consonant that alone makes a syllable
called syllables. A syllable consists of one or more phonemes and a wor | without any accompanying vowel. In other words, a syllabic consonant
is made up of one or more syllables. The syllable is the minimum unit of is a voiced consonant that is the nucleus of a syllable constituted only of
pronunciation pronounced with a single effort of the lungs. For example, e £ . onants. Generally, vowels are nuclei because they are essential parts of a
word calculation consists of four syllables which presupposes four effortsol | 5jjable. But there are exceptions like syllabic consonants. For the completion
the lungs. A syllable is the minimum rhythmic unit of the spoken language :‘. of meaning, vowels are essential. If there are no vowels, syllabic consonants
It ofien consists of a vowel or a syllabic consonant which may or may nothe § e needed. Since a vowel is the nucleus of the syllable, it is also known as the
“ 'y
followed and preceded by a consonant or consonants. The vowel inasyllsbé | cenral element. The nucleus is the central obligatory element of a syllable
is called the nucleus or the central element of it and the consonants & £ an the releasing and arresting consonants are marginal elements
56
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guage
L ugmshcsa GSUUB[UBU the E 8“5 ag
I It the EN h Lan
Y P S ' e
3, Jlable tructur : oy
‘ a syllable 15 .\'ymbnhch as 'V’ (vow ])

(consonant). Therefore, the Sﬁ'liahi]z%”i

The nucleus of >

e symbolised as L6
he structure CVC. The vowel /a/ 1s its nucleus and /k/ ang it

i cleus. There 1S thus a releasing consonant, e - N

elements ar

either side of the nu

and an arresting consonant

Some syllables have only the nucleus.
Eg: 1 -fai/—-V

Eye -Jai/-=-V

Oh! fau/-—--V

The first syllables of words like honest (o-nist), earnest (3:-nigy) ongy

(2:d2), etc. have only one speech sound and each one of these first syllap)
2:da), ) i

has the structure *V’
Some syllables have a nucleus and an arresting consonant,
Eg: am- /&m/---VC
All-fa:1/~—--VC
Up- /ap/----VC

Certain syllables have a releasing consonmant and a nucleus but
L}

arresting consonant

[ £ be -/bi:/-—-CV
She- /[i:/---CV
So- /saw/--—-CV

In most syllables, the nucleus is a vowel, and the

are some sy
consonant, Consider the following words:

Kettle

marginal elemens

arc consonants. Howeve, there llab es 1n which th ni
' ables i 1 € nucle
cl US 15

-'ke-tl
Cotton -/ kp-tn/
Sudden -/sA-dn
Ridden ~/ri-dn

The second syllab]

es of these wordg

or voiced alveo]ar plosives and the /
/

have two sounds each, the voiceless

n/or/l/. These are examples of consonants
58
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ying the central nucleus positiong o

occuP hese phonemes are called syllabic

Phonetieg
Syllables oo o

ructure they need to be Tepresented ag 'V‘.“

nd syllable of each of the words PRy - Theref;
) ab“"eincv s

nn!l:d‘ :
yllabic
of the 582
C onsonant Cluster
Asequence of consonants occur at the beginning o the
lled & consonant cluster. English phonology perm; et
cil

Tmits
sfart 8 syllable and up to four consonants to end thc?y:a:mw
to St .

Texts- /teksts/
spleen- /spli:n/
in the word spleen, we have only one syllable ang has three
(o begin it. Similarly, in the word texts, we have one syllable W consonanys
consonants to end it. Such a group of consonants coming togeth h has four
18 called
examples: a

consonant cluster. Given below are some other

Bands - /b&ndz/ CVCCC
Tempts - /tempts/ CVCCCC

Consonant Cluster and Abutting Consonants

Consider the word remember. The phonemes /m/ ang o/ of the

remember are n(.)t a consonant cluster because these two speech —
belong to two different syllables. Such a sequence of consonants s
not form a consonant cluster is called abutting Consonants. Usyal e
division is marked with a hyphen (-). But it is not alway':; possi:e‘ :ul.:::

y iR ons, and i ;
representation is needed. 0 such cases, phonetic

Suprasegmental Features



| e
suistics and Structure of the English Languag
4 Jrd accents depend upon W hether the words are
WOIL ,

.« verbs. If these words are used as nouns or adlﬁcu ﬁ,

ohsh in which

fiectives or
wins or agjecives Ui

»n the first syllable and 1if they are used ag \Ei'bs

1l fall o
wceent will fall

1l on the second syllable. The following table illustrates
stress may fall on tic st

AR T \o.‘m m’}nmf | ——l—t’_r;—\

7I!¢lm’.\ 4 —

ST, xbsant

&b 'sent

kan's3:¢
kan'dakt ]
kan'trekt |

konsat

e

kondakt £

di'z3:t
dar dgest
Im'pat

P2 mut
pri zent

pra’‘dju:s
e
kan'vikt

pra'dzekt

HeC A - ke b e N

Accent on compound words

n a word composed of two separable words
in berween the two elements forming
¢ primary accent falls on one of the tw
words. The most common type in English is the

ecelving the pnimary accent
ea-reid/
blak b3:d
- /' laifbaut
ka:dba.d
heabrai
"kaulman,

Hai
Coal man
Foot Print futpriny

/"blaekb(a)r/

t'pot/

Blackberry

Teapot
Mailbag

/ me1lbag/

62

E
'!
i
!
!
|
|

-...’Ci‘nd

However, @ere are a few COMpoyng e,
element in which the secong e

Eg: Herself -/ha: self/
Myself - /mai sel
Himself - /himself /
Whatever -/wpt'eva/
Whoever -/hu:"eva/
Whenever-/wen' eva/

There are other compound words in which

ccented, but the primary accent falls on the second

Eg: Afternoon -/ a:fta'nuin/

Bad-tempered -/ bad tempad/
Country-house -/ kantri' haus/
Good-looking -/ gud lukmy/

both the elements are
element.

9 (Schwa)

Unaccented syllables in a word often geta vague sound, so

; me sort of ap
indeterminate sound, and that sound is pronounced as a schwa,

Eg: Ago- /agau/
Bishop - /bifep/
Mother - /mada/
Literature - /litrotfa/

Ability - /abilati/

3: (Schwa Long)

Orthographic ir-er- ur-or is often pronounced with a long Schwa sound.

Eg: bird - /b3:d/
Term -/t3:my/
Turn - /t3:p/
Word - /w3:d/

There are a few useful rules or practical guidelines for word accentual

Palerns in English ag follows,
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glish Language

Linguistics and Structure of the EN,
prefixes always take their accent on the roo

Words with weak

|
1. Inflectional suffixes like ‘es” ‘ed’ and ‘ing’ does not affect the acoeng
1. The derivational affixes like "age ‘ance’, ‘en’, ‘er’, “ess’, ‘fy] e
soe’, ish’, five’s ‘ment’, Iy’ “less’, ‘ness , O , ship’, ‘ter’, kﬂﬁn‘dﬁu'
; : “ i
normally affect the acc ent
[V, The words ending 10 “jon’ take the primary accent on the penultimate syl
V. The words ending In sie®, tcal’, ‘ically’, "IOUS’, ial’, and *ially® ke
primary accent on the syllable prcccdmg the suffix. I
V1. The words ending in ‘ity  take the primary accent on the amcpcnumma
£ : e ;
syllable which 18 the third syllable from the end.
{ combination words often 3
strong and weak forms The ‘ i ot e e
»ch will become more therefor® the second element assumes weak formg, TS\ Clemen 4ng
Certain words in connected speees will become more prominent th,, s oceur in connected speech. Following & 5. Very often, conry,
e 3 S ate oA - g B :
the rest. Often these words with greater prominence or emphasis are the ﬁ} -ome N connected speech Some such formg that Wio
' : valle en © . .
form class words or content words. They arc also called full words, Noing of - ; d right
[ as ect of wor >
and adverbs are the bony parts of a sentence, and As a side © stress and sentence stress, 1
ey words and syllables may often suffer: + the neighiboyr s

adjectives verbs,
lements in the composill
ant or unstressed
an, the), conjunctions (and, as, but), prepositior
her, his, we, our, it), auxilian

form & on of an utterance Those words which Dﬂc-n

ecome unimport
e words. Articles (a,
om, to, of, etc.) pronouns (he, she,
has, do, does, did, shall, W ill, was, were, etc.) come undy

in a sentence are the function words
o

structur
(at, for, IT
(am, is, are, have,
function words
Many words in [ nglish have two or more quantitative and qualitative
upon whether they are accented or not. When these words
are accented or when HW) are prummnct'd in 1solation, strong forms Oflhtse

they are unaccented the weak forms are used. The

patterns depend:

words are used. When
following are the weak and strong forms of the popular structure words or

function words

Orthography Strong form(s) Weak form(s) _]
[_ the a1 01, 02 _l
a‘an €1, an 2,90
his hiz _J
1z

64

(a) Weakening
(b) Elision
(c) Attrition

and

By weakening, words assume weak forms
y and { ¥
he weak phoneme /a/ e il o

weak with t
Eg: Oppgrrunity -/ ppa tjunati/
Words may suffer elision i

sound gets dis;PPEared. or ismpene il following wards /e/
Eg: Different -/difront/

Every -/evri/
Words may also suffer attrition or a sort of wearing away

Eg: interest - /intrast/
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Rhythm
jeature of Enghsh-connected
. Speegy,

an |I!lpn|l.|n|
a stress-timed rhythm. Stresse 1
sed Wordy I

we have
intervals. Rhythm 1 a language refe
ers 1,

15 at roughly regular interya)g
of 4

Rhythm 18
the English language,
at regular time

nce of sound pattert
-1 of keeping regular time interyg)
8 i gy

occurmng
per yodic recurre
aspec

ch
Rucagc
Ilahl“
als. 1y the

ected speech T'he
conclude that English is an isochronous .
§ |

a syllable-timed rhythm where the Xy

mn conn
isochrony. So, we can

Most Indian languages have

whether stressed or unstressed tend to occur at regular time intery

following sentence,

I'his is the ‘letter that Mary has writien

In this sentence, the accented syllables this, letter, Mary, and yy,
Hrh‘

occur at regular time intervals irrespective of the number of unacee,
' g

The unaccented syllables include is, the, thay

syllables between them
) R

hays in the above sentence

Intonation

The variation which takes place in the pitch of the voice is knowy
: : 8 : B
intonation. Pitch is the various levels of speech. Sometimes there is g rig,
5 . Cin
pitch and sometimes there is a fall in pitch. It may also remain level, b b
» gl

or low at other times. The vibration frequency of the vocal cords decides th,
pitch of the voice. In other words, the Pitch of a voice is the rate of vibratjg,
of the vocal cords during the pronunciation of a sound. The higher pitch
variation is directly proportional to the fast vibration of vocal cords, In ghor
intonation is the change of pitch and stress in the utterances of speaken'
Thus. an utterance-bound pitch is called Intonation. The change in pitch i
called tone. There is a static tone for syllables that have a level tone, such a
high or low, and a kinetic tone for ones with a change in pitch. Hence, static
tone indicates an accented syllable on a level pitch and kinetic tone re‘fers to
the accented syllable on which a pitch change takes place.

In connected speech, words get divided into different groups. During
the speech, one makes pauses that produce manageable groups of words
Such groups of words that get uttered in a single breath are called a breath

66

[he breath group may g

l.'::lll.. os and may include »tw:-r:.::::‘: “"""'NM‘

P such a further group iy Call‘.:'.tb‘w‘ﬂ‘o ™
s e fama student is an CXaMple for lhl:" . areg
‘:“1 . hout any pause in between, At e am th .,%"!u
..Wm [ mel, 15 @ doctor hi.l‘i. # pause in (he l'n|;l‘ +the M"‘:\
W I,,.l\lr'""‘ sense group. Tonality is (e S He of l‘h‘::“ the nu-.:
oxi jsed on importance. The mogt pre e of dl\n(h“‘ M'Nh‘

roups P lable "Minent y Sl
tonic syllable or nucleus Tope Yable
nicity iy th \h.km iy,
l“t“h variation, Using the ik € Cholee of Wony
o] o] z o ™ ET" B
b he UIETANEE 18 & SILEMENt, a question 4 E'! lone, g yllain, -
W v ¢ - . o
firs! accented syllable In a tone group is calleq g “:“"“d.m¢ e
| g reC e e
qyllable o syllables preceding the head iy K SR of (hyg 4

The =2 o,

.« between the head and the nucle 8% pre-y,
Jlables Cus are ad
8 e body of 1, 3 W e

N tail 18 Us " -

u‘lllt'l1 the

op 18 8
+hy there
whit

) ed to indicate the syllables af
¢ S aller th
1en e n“t'-lcu,,
{here are four major pitch changes in English-conne, ted
; “eled spece
| The Falling tone—A falling tone occurs whey by h
i e

qn upper plane to a lower one. It is used in the hni’\teh drops

OWing Situatigyy.

In ordinary statements
jama > student.
She is ™ dancing,.
In Wh-guestions
How old are you?
Where is your™ mother?
In emphatic Yes/No questions
Jenni eats cheese, doesn’t v she?
The bus stop’s over there, isn’t \it?
In commands
Clean your “»room.
Complete these by “Momorrow.
In exclamations
We \won!
You are Nadorable!
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Linguistics and Structure of the gnglish Language

[1. The Rising tonc Rising ton¢

Jower to higher level. I is

In incomplete utierances

If u #come,

I could not do homework

Iri requests
Could 1 ask you lo take me
11 me what /huppuncd"

7 home?

Can you 1€
In polite expressions

Could you please switch
Would you mind
In non-emphatic
Can you # come?

off the Zphone?
opening the Zdoor 7

Yes/No questions

Has she” arrived?

In listing out various things

She practices dance on /Tuesdays. ZThu
The Fall-Rise tone-Th
lower pitch, then back again.l.’suully.

meaning. When we are unsure of somethin

our statements. It is used

In requesting information
Could you help me find out the methods to s0
In contradictions
He is ~ smart. (
or he is not right or something.)
IV The Rise-Fall tone-There is a moveme
pitch, then back again. It is used
In emphatic statements
You're in a tough spot/ here.
[ can feel the pain you # feel.
In disagreements
[ don’t think 7 s80.
[ am afraid | ~“disagree.

oceurs when the pitch mgy,,
g 5
used in the following situations; Tt i

rsdays, 7 Fridays and #Syng,
LY,

ere is a movement from a higher pitch
! 0
this tone conveys an 'mlﬂ‘ug;

I: implies that though he is smart, he is not dependab)
3

g, we use it at the eng o

lve™ ~ this issue?

nt from a lower pitch to a higher

aation has two function
% he
|

fg sentence To distin, PS uy w .
BUISh ey, o e .

g L-nmmamla. requests)
$ . and 4
0 iy

ic b i “
is essential. This 15 k W‘M e
" T h\l
o, The attitudinal hmttlnn‘::} o, e :.:.:"
MMt M M
\uy“

nd the mood of the speak, furthey
Speaker
resteds annoyed, impatient, or con, et £° B
A

(e
dist? 1 and
3 W
ion ? toward a listener 2

into

-~ gituat
ccific st A peakey 9
B ;ntonation’s attitudinal r‘mc“"“-"['he:l\hﬁ m‘u!m“ﬁm
314 w ®
—

f
ihroy I focus mainly on t 4 fane
tion W1 1¢ location of Sy vz,

fun¢ otence, 8 SpeE the y
ont in @ SELEOCE, S speaker can change the .m‘lt Syllable Fentuay
(ure and Transition- a pause NS ey Y it

SC 10 make meani g

e word but from one word o another

he 8¢

Junc
. 1 does oy
OCeyy
w

the sam
g 4pi:.-'tu:l~‘.si

e.B

and /aiskrizm/,

M_dmilaﬁﬂﬂ
forg Lo the process in whi
j refers to €€ P hich sounds influence qpe

receding and succc%‘dmg sounds that determine the py

of 8 sound segment 10 connected speech. The Wundz ;:cw: Phonetic ity

eral factors; neighbouring sounds may _m;sth‘-euh ™ay change

certain sounds may be mut‘ilﬁe:d or added, or even \(::nce 3 Sound, and

momhg.phuncmic process in which neighbouring phon entirely. This iq 5

milar when combined. It is more common in rapid ‘_‘p:“:s become more

the word incomplete, voiceless velar plosive /k/ .mh““e:c - For example. in

of voiced alveolar nasal /n/ by voiced velar nasal /y/ ";"S l.hc teplacemen

¢ heard as /igksmplizt/. The voiced alveolar iﬁtat:weo‘ ol wees,

oiceless alveolar fricative /s/ under the influence 0:‘:':::':?-‘ changes
ese bilabial

/pl/ in the word newspaper (/nju:z/ and /pei _
: peipal gives injuspe;
JuSpepal

another R e

due o $ev

i
oV
p'l()éain
There are three types of assimilatory changes- regressi Progressiv
and reciprocal. If the phoneme affects the sound rw:d"m‘ 3 2
known as regressive assimilation and if the phuncmz 18 k::: iy
i L TIE 2
p[ccedlf‘lg sou.nd. it .15 known as progressive assimilation ';\ed d“m‘ e
regression assimilation is also known as anticipatory assi | ! i 2
. imilation, s
features of one phoneme may affect the features of the phon “‘Lm
eme ¥

B =TT

Do i
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the English Language

oceurs when the features of one

Linguistics and Structure of

Phong

gs1Ve assimi on

¢ as 1118

| al assimilat 3
reciprocal 4 N

it, Progre } '

hose O c W shoneme

- following phor ‘

those of th . . following are "-3”"]‘|cs S

shonemes affect Illll[Ll.jH_\ The following are € st
phonemes &

pl is different from /Ku 1 k/ is changed due to the . A

».9.:1) ki " |
i sund. In the first word /k/ sound has a front TCS0nang, Uw'ﬁ jetter can represent differen Se the taq
S0 u - ¢

7 /k/ sound has a back resonance a‘“dm he gnglish alphabet may represeny &:;f‘ 1o
cool i
n/ changes to /g and becomes /pankeik/ ung o rcpwscnts different soungs nw o
3 T

2) In pancake
influence of following k

g2, s changed due to the pre, 2aCe
3) In bags bags -/beeg/ /815 C g P Ccdmg‘ e ; elling T
tfv. the /d/ changes to /t/ under the infi counds and -‘fP B Ot correspong on C8timaye
4) In watched ~/wol E : Uenee o¢, : honetic language because g 11 ; nligh,
. he word twice /t 1§ rounded under the influence of Al Y 4n unp ; . Pelling ang C“mequﬂm S
5) In the worc o Vangy, rhe |earners, however, ace a great deg) 75 ey, 8!".‘," nglish ig
is partly devoiced under the influence ol the voicelegs /- uv\(lntemanonal Phonetic Alphaber) Tl “Thus, 1i, Congrugys
he g ot * Mgy
= { ulting from this mismatch. An IPA coq, educe : q:“‘:iw
Elision e J: . )
lision may be described as the ¢ hrasess and sentences of any h’“g“ag& Itis cal), % Soundg v:ﬂna
As we have seen already, elision m ; oo e omisgise ds get represented graphically. Tye g . o gl
4 sound segment, which would be present in the pronunciation of a wy, S alphabetic system of memaﬁ““““ o S
o " sak forms of phonemes ; fdu: (lP-’\) 15 An P % phane“c Notaty, el le\lht\
isolation. In course of ime certain weak TOrms € P Mrm‘\ are deDedg, tin scnpt that was dCV(ﬂOPed b}' the lntema(‘ 5 mmﬁ?\'i'g
replaced by another sound. The sounds may occur in i1solation, but they gy Lamc Jate 19% century for standardizeq rcpres;unm Phonetic A&sncial?:n
3 1 [ ission is » ac 2 . g s Nilaty
be elided in connected speech. An omission is the act of Omitting Tuuoﬂﬁi[‘hem‘ foreign language students ang ‘tatmns of
- ables witho . > . RISV y p . 3 .
or syllable from a speech. Syllables without accents are usually elideq e pathologists, singers, actors, and cmm::“:ﬁrs. hngmm, N
A } T e » o =
speech. The word them /dem’ may be hea d /0m/ as in connected ’W‘-‘Chm ce the [PA. It represents lexical (and, to a himited mwmhn
. . o i s us exte
clision of the vowel sount ere. The other examples are oral language: phones, phonemes — ;\L prbmc)m“nds
in = ¥ s and woy
" ¢ /o B separations. The extended set of symbols can o d. fmd syllable
inb hetair of speech, including gnashing of the teeth, \is‘p'mg o saddmm\a\ aspects
| 3 + lip and palate " T Sounds produced by
cf eftin cleft hp and p .

d/ 1n fresendshap /frenjip/, and
I

v la:slaim

last ume

There are t

) types of elision. Historical elision results in omiltting §
sound from the latter form of a word that existed in its earlier form. The
absence of /I/ sound 1n calm 1s an example; /Ka:n/. A contextual elision is
the disappearance of a sound from a word in a compound or in a connected

-
sentence. Take care /teikea/ is an example

70

qra

Lounds associated with eaqy, )

exam

1o represent speech in written form. Since fhe con

nscription
The English '““Eﬂage ", T(my
eting 3 M

ple is the letter ‘¢’ which ol ds 1y

/pizs/, and church /tfyqy. Tin

Transcription 15 a process where conventio
mal symbols
are used

Ventional &
inadequate enough to represent speech explicitly, System g

have invented two types of transcription that ind?t:\ze::;m:;;\mm
are phonetic and phonemic transcription. Phonetic mscﬁpﬁ:: F
transcription of all distinguishable segments of speech sounds in a.uutt:a::
It records the physical properties of speech sounds I

brackets. For example the word *please’ would be Phunetica?:; mzmu-hi
as [phli:z] wherein ‘h’ indicates the aspirated aspect of the plosive fpl. The

"
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f

1quallys syllable diy
Psu al 18100 4
m

o of the English Language
es that the adjacent lateral /I/ soung N

and Structur
aims to transcribe thu hﬁiceie“
Pho,

Linguishics
.I‘-FHI'.IT\'\';T]U\l\\‘ p/ indicat

Wi,

MK, -

pg: Tailor - fei-jyy

phonemic transcription
Cucumber-

On the other hand, : ! |
‘a8 qee and 1s enclosed m ph
{ units of a language | phoneme s

the basic sound

called a broad transcription
as /pli:z
Transcribe the following
Academy-/a kaedamt
Achievement -/a tfi:-vmant
Aesthetic - /18 Betik/

Afterwards -/ @ fra(rywa(r)dz/

Bamboo - / beem bu

Battle- / baet(2)l
Becoming - /b kamip
Brother- / brada

Anvil- / @nvil/
Opportunity-/ ppa(r) tju'nat
Calculation-/ keelkjo lerfie)n/
Habitation-/ haebi terf{a)n/
Opposition - ppa'zif(2)n
Sympathetic-/ stmpa Betik

Ultimate- /" altimat

Intimate- / mtimat
Separate- / seprat
Record- /'rekad
Politics- / polatiks
Photograph- / fauta gra:t/
Tombs- /tu:m

Vehicle- /'vi:ikl

Yourself- /ja(r) self’

Subsidiary- /sab'sidiari

Trouble- / trab(a)l/

72

waords an

The word ‘please’ is plmnmnmauy epre -y 1;
5ty
leq

d mark the stress.

University- / ju:nt'vg (M)saty
Responsible- /1 sponsab)/
Education- / edjo’keifn/
Forgive-/fa giv/
Government- / gavanmant/
History- /" hist(a)ri/
Exercise- / eksa(r)saiz/
Difficult- /' difik(a)lt/
Curiosity- / kjoari psati/
Cultivation- / kalti verfn/
Invitation- / mvi teifn/
Always- /' 2lweiz/
Confidential- / konfi'den(l/
Church- /t[3:t[/
Comfortable- /" kamftab(a)l/
Circus- /'s3:kas/

Above- /2 bav
Dichotomy- /dai kntomi/
Sabotage- / sabata:3/
Tube- /tju:b/

Poetic- /pav etik/
Customs- /" kastomz/
Renaissance- /11 neisns/
Pinch-/pmtf/
Silence-/'sarlons/

Remark - /ny
“mack
e

But it 18 always ney Possik]
centation, and in such ees - 0 iy
eprese uch Cases, !’"“m::‘ “Y\ln\,\‘ e
o :

Bg: Take the word example 1 Tepy »
- Hae Chengy :
presents tWO sounds /g/ ang jp :;f By g e owraphc

1 is part of the second syllable 1 :.:\:w ¥ M‘;\:u Worg, \he.
T W, of 3 Vet w

¢ affected by the phonetic re, [
s Ty

Tmﬂe““‘“ﬂn;_ e iy Skl dl‘h:\\nh\, i

Mom Conld

ullly b

_cribe the follo
‘I‘T‘*““'U-'ht : Wing sentenceg,
1. How old are you?
Jhavavld a ju/

5 | live 1 Spain.
Jailivinspem/

3. She is My sister.
i pzmal s1sta/
4, Doyou spcak English?
/du: juspiK ‘mghf/
5 We have two dogs.
fwihaviu dogz/
6. Can you drive a car?
/kenjudraiv 2 kai/
7. Do you like football?
1du; julatk ‘futbo:V/

g. Where does he live?
jweadaz hi: liv/

9, She has green eyes.
/fi: hozgriin ‘aiz/

10. 1 always get up early
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Linguistics and structure of the English Language

lwaz get AP 3 I

wealzjd pensl b/ /its venkaindayiy

ar 2 Iwa ;
11. My name 15 Petet k
| . jev fwotkan a
mamemuz pr= r lL o il
i ‘ fo:/ /PLZEIDP M1 Stdofy v,
12. Where is your penci l; o s :
|
]

; = je1/ juamaustwelks
My favourite colour IS blue Gl kammaidq;

¢ ‘kalarzblu About a month later, 3 man

i 1
mai fervarl
= With
_ rorest where the lion 1 A Ty,
the fc lived, He Wag e

14. My dad watered the plants L
! : and take it to the circyg i a
marded w2 taddapla-nts . “u:" \way. Soon the h()nucm‘ b, m:“t“am e 3o
enk Attt came th, ney
's He sometimes cooks lunch. (rugeled hard to escape,but the m::.land Was “:;: e iy ;‘!‘%m
% i ; iyt W Ay in
hi' 'sAmAImzK skslany lion started roaring angrily. The line mnu::' ﬁ\et"g\“u “.:ﬁ L The Yy
. .} ) the bush | //sbautoman@leitaomaen the yg; b’“‘amem
16 A bird in the hand is worth two In £ o WiBshiu: dghy 1SE made
i “3boksy oy the
hom,

) astny

5 b3:d in handiz W 3-8 tu: in dabuf; “,l_l.,@;,lmonh\'d-"’ hi: wazframe s3:kay an neY ke,

ik it 1203 s3ikos/ /i Spredds net migggjace. w“““‘“ﬁ‘&m:m forist.
.u;nbalal:lukcnnéen-’ an(d) wazkat W N2 ey d 0 anddy
aiwanda if it] rein tanait ! ¥ R : ey Iy

aIWAI | pamo:r it ral dataitads net bikeir/ 1 Mawansyy

bat . cdigg
L\nllt'"“""“‘ h3:d danvismeid bai Oolaan/) a‘“mnsm‘\'\dn “.I],;:m\‘f\w
L\

17. 1wonder if it’]l ramn tonight

|8 Phonetics is a fascinaling subject

fanetiksiz 2 faesineitinsabdzikt l :
Questinns
19. Can you direct me 10 the College of Education } the Rl i
; wer ng i
kaniu direct mi tadakolidzavedjokei/n % ADE € In aword or sentence, (1
Define phonetics. mark eacy
20. What an absolutely delightful day! 1 :
2. What do you mean by a phoneme?
wotanabsalu:tlidilaitfider donls it fhie ;i !
3, deals with the reception and petception of
Transcribe the following passages. 4. The glottalic air-stream mechanism uses the o ' Speech soundy,
A n the
‘ system te :
A: Can | help you? 5. The d et forms the basis of the Production &-—
" soundas. 0o
B: Yes pleasc | need your assistance A ‘W\\
A: What can I do for you The articulatory system comprisesthe __ epd g .
I i s % e —_ aToculy
B: Please drop me al the pharmacy . The — '.and _are the active articulators, ors,
\: With pleasure. Hop in %. Distinguish between a vowe\ and a consonant
9 "

. How many monophthongs are there in the English language?
g

B: It's very kind of you
. ; 10. Semi vowels.
\: You're most welcome, my dear

11. Give two examples of back vowels and front vowels

"

er/ /kan a1 help ju
2. Fricatives.

jespliiz/ /a1 m dja:rasistans

13. Lateral sound.
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Linguis
14, Oral sound
15, Intrusive "
16. © (5chwa)
17 Morpheme and allomorph
18 Morphuphoncmc
19 A llophone
20. gyllable.
21 (";\nan _/ko-tn/ 15 80 example of 2 &
22. Open and closed syllables-
23. How will you mark the syllabic structure of the word 4
24, Intonation Cachep,
25. Write any two compound words and mark stress,
26, [v/isd__—— sound
7. Englishhasd_—— rhythm.
58, Differentiat® between prodzekt and pro-dsekt.
29, The strong form of sheis
30. Elision-
31, example fig-zzm-pl/ 18 an example of ____ word.
32. Tonic syllable

. Answer the foll

yre of the nglish Language

tics and struct

ord ‘am’is ___-
factor of words like eight
, great,
paste, taste)

a7

33
34,

35
36.

The nucleus of the W
What is the common
/k/ and /g/ sounds are called .
Give an example of front resonance.
owing in a short paragraph not exceedin

£ 50

words. (2 marks each)

1. Different types of phonetics.
2. How will you explain the speech mechanism?

3. Velar sounds.
4 How would you distinguish between a voiced and a voi
5. Cardinal Vowels. e
6. Write a note on Diphthongs.
7. Distinguish betwee: i
s sen open approximants and
close approxi
Ximants.

of artic ulation?
Linking it i
morphelogy and phonole
i M.mma! pair. Y.
13 Morphological conditioning
14 Components of a syllable ;
15. Syllabm divisions. :
16. Sy'.iubi.c consonants,

7. word stress and sentence stregg
~ What are the consequences 0; ;id

& effeets of

10-

2

18
19. Juncture. Sentence
20. Rbyth®: i
the followi
i A_nswel' ng in a
l (4 marks each) paragraph not ex

{. Draw the diagram and explain card;
2. Explain organs of speech with the -:‘ ?" Vowels,
3, filis used as both as a ‘tap’ and .tmi.p of 2 diagram,
4. The classification of diphthongs. sound. Explain,
5, pronunciation of plural maker.
o Explain the pronunciation of ‘e’ or ‘es’
7. Consonant cluster and abutting m“: j
8. Complementary and contrastive distrily ts
9, Write a note on the rules governin b,
English language. & the accentual patiems
10. Explain the stress on disyllabic words e
11. Assimilation and its various types .
12. Phonetic transcription. :

V. Answer the following essay in about 300 words, (1
- (15 marks
each)

1. English speech sounds.

2. Classification of vowels,

3. Explain the classification of diphthon

4. Phonological conditioning wit.. Epwﬁ'emphag
15 10 pronunciation of

8. Explain central vowels with examples
9. What are the va .
rious groups of conson
ants according fo th
€ manng

plural maker and past tense maker
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. Transcribe the following sentences:
. (a) Do you think I can make an appointment (o meey 3
next mMonday ? © pri
(b) 1 shall be aways the whole of the day.
An apple 2 day keeps the doctor away.
h in time saves nine.
rer hard I tr¥s I just can’t get this sum right,
eisa teacher.
done?

and Structure

'k:.h]

(<)
(d) A stic
(e) HoweY
H My uncl
(g) What have you
h magnanimity 18 well
he come?

est the name of & doctor?

(h) Her known.
(i) When will s
(j) Canyou sugg

6. Transcribe the following passage.

Teacher: The test announced for

Student: Has been cancelled, professor?
Teacher: Yes. We can do it after two weeks, as teache
‘ e M
re buiy ODULE T
Morphology and Sypy

with admission now
Student: Will there be a change in syllabus?
Teacher: Of course. You may have to study the completed

POrtiong

Student:Ok, thank you.

next week. ..

7. Suprasegmental features.

8. Transcribe the following words:
Statement, shut, burden, while, spoon, soft, tongue, speech, i
& » InSpiry.

tion, students.

9, Explain Intonation with its various pitch changes and functio
: ns.

10. Write an essay on IPA.
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Morphology is the study of the internal structure of words. Mode
linguistics does not consider words as the smallest meaningful unit in the
able a better understanding, let us look at the
It consists of two units — “re” and “gain”. These two segments : 1 f. fﬁ,
es and form the smallest meaningful unit in a language, e for sucl
Not every word could be broken further into morphemes. For example, jimed. |
is a single morpheme and cannot be broken further into smaller Weined.
a word or a part of a word and cannot be Liymive
‘ul units. A morpheme repeats in various - ph(
n meaning. A systematic

structure of a language. To en
word “regain”
are called morphem

“travel”
meaningful units. A morpheme is
divided further into smaller meaningf
verbal conditions without undergoing much change 1
study of the internal organization of morphemes and word formation ina g/ T

language is known as M orphology.

The morphemes that have different forms but serves the same purpose
or meaning are known as allomorphs (or morpheme alternates). For
example, the final ‘s’ in books, films, jokes, oranges, and twigs are used to :
denote plurals. But while in books and jokes, it appears as /s/, in the other -
three words, it appears as /z/. /ez/ is yet another realization of the “plural” :
morpheme ‘s’. This same variation can be seen in the case of the “-ed’
morpheme, as // in jumped, /d/ in loved, and /id/ in wanted. These variou
phonemic manifestations of a morpheme are called the allomorphs of

morpheme.

The morphemes that are represented by various phonetic symbols;
per the situation, are said to represent alteration. In other words,
morphemes stand in alternation with each other but since these occut |
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 r parlicuiaf context, these are said to be distributed non-contrastively.
s s als0 called complementary distribution. Though allomorphs cannot
-~ peused interchangeably, non-native speakers are prone to such a mistake. For
could be substituted with /z/ or /ez/ even without altering the meaning.

‘uch cases where various allomorphs appear in the same condition are known

s free alternation.

, The conditional variation among allomorphs is called conditioning. For
~ abetter understanding, let’s take the example of the plural morpheme and its
‘ '..‘vuious manifestations. As seen earlier, the “plural” morpheme appears . s /s/,
3’@’, and /iz/ under various conditions. /s/ appears if the preceding so.nd is a
IVoiceless consonant other than /s/, //, and /f/. /z/ appears if the pieceding
Seound is voiced other than /3/, /d3/, and /z/. But /iz/ appears when preceded
Jsl, Mfl, Ifl, /z/, I3/, and /d3/. In this case, the preceding phoneme is the
asson for such variation. Thus, these allomorphs are called phonologically
nditioned. On the other hand, some allomorphs are morphologically

ww' ditioned. The plural forms of words like ox and child are examples.
Nﬂwf"u“ the native speaker, it is not difficult to use oxen and children as plurals.
ses. The case under

is no phonological conditioning involved in such ca
deration solely depends upon the respective morphemes ox /pks/ and
d /faild/. Thus, these allomorphs are called morphologically conditioned.

~ Classification of morphemes is, broadly, done in three ways - a)lexical
grammatical morphemes, b)free and bound morphemes, and cjroots
affixes. Morphemes that have meaning and existence of their own are
n as lexical morphemes. Examples are nouns, verbs, and adjectives.
morphemes that specify the relationship between lexical morphemes
ed grammatical morphemes. Prepositions, articles, and conjunctions
mples. In the sentence, “Ria is a master in planning events’”, “Rifl”,
“plan” and “event” are lexical morphemes while “is”, &, “m”
“-s” are grammatical morphemes. To understand free and bountl,
8, let's take the word “planning”. It can be divided into “plan

While the former can stand on its OWD, the latter cannot. The
that can exist independently are called free morphemes and those
rphemes. Here,

free morphemes to exist are called bound mo
e free morpheme and “-ing” is a bound RGO
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Linguistics and Structure of the English Language

To test whether a morpheme is boulnd or free, it should pe seenifjp .
freely in the language or not. Most lexical morp‘hemeS are free mopny
The \'vord “love™ cannot be broken down further into mﬂf?hemes but i
be combined with other forms into a wide range of words like lovely, loye .
loveliness, lover, loving, and lovable. In this case, “love” ig 4 free MOrphery
and “-ly”, “-less”, “-liness”, “-r", “-ing”, and “-able” are boypg i
The word “indigestible” could be broken, first, into two units, that in "in:_
and “digestible™. The latter could further be divided into “digest” and “.jbjgn X
While “digest” is a free morpheme, “in-"" and “-ible” are bound Morphemgg
The free morphemes form the core of the word and are responsible for g
meaning. These are called roots, while the bound morphemes that cap be
added to roots are called affixes. In the above examples, “love” and “digest® »
are roots while the other morphemes are affixes. The free form withoy
an affix is called a simple free form and that derived by adding affixes is
called a complex form. The unit made of two or more free forms is calledg |
compound form. ;

Affixes are attached to and are subsidiary to roots. These roots or formsto
which affixes are attached to are called stems. In the word “unequal”, “equal”
is the stem and “un-" is the affix. But if a word like “engagements” is taken,
then the stem is “engagement” and the affix is “-s”. This stem could be further "
broken down into the affix “-ment” and the stem “engage”. Thus, it could
be seen that a stem may be composed of yet another stem and affix. A stem >
that cannot be divided further js called roots or base, here, “engage”. A stem N
that consists of more than one morpheme, as in the case of “engagement”, 15

known as a deriveq stem. Stems that consist of a single morpheme is
as simple stems, :




only derivational, in English.
ases in English,

suffixes in nouns: the plural allomorphs, For example, /s/, 17/, /az/.
e suffixes in nouns: the possessive. For example, Devi’s, boy’s.
sent tense suffixes in verbs: inflected form of verb, For

tional suffixes are used in the following ¢

example,
s, looks.

sent participle (-ing suffix) in verbs: accepting, looking.

tense and past participle suffixes in verbs: “-ed”, “-en”. For example,

nded, spoken.

egree suffixes in adjectives and adverbs: comparative and superlative degrees

ing suffixes “-er” and “-est”. For example, prettier, youngest, simpler.

-
- L X

Suffixes:
Disable S Books ‘
decentralize Ing Secing |
Bipolar i -
B Er Longer |
n?p. Est Simplest !
i Able Workable
B cicel Ette Kitchenette
| Misbehave
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Derivational affixes are of two types
maintaining, Class maintaining
changes to

- class changing and u.
affixes are those tha do not bring }/j o
the class of the word. For example, the suffix “-ship" does W lw‘
change the class of the stem “kin” when it becomes “L; My'ﬁ &
and “kinship™ are nouns. Class ¢ /

another class. “~ish”, and “_er" are class changing affixes -

becomes the adjective “childish” and the verb

“teach” becomeg the noyy f"_ﬁaﬁl’ ;
“teacher”, y e !
o Wdi
Morpheme Z 4 edwnal §
I 40 i
v K pr¥%
Free Morpheme Bound morpheme . adjectlY
* | w :'. “f-fﬂud" 551
Prefixes Sulfﬁxes (oo
¢ j o usng It &
Derivational  Inflectional Derivational g
I k" area
v ) l I 4 Vien 2 word
Class Class Class Class -
changing maintaining changing maintaining B irboth, h
.*‘;"RSSJSkI}(}w]

LW »
9%
As mentioned earlier, words are divided into three, based on the anorca
morphemic elements — Simple, Complex

and Compound. A simple word fts
consists of a single free morpheme or is followed by an inflectional suffix. Mg,

it . & l
For example, girls, and eagles. A complex word is a simple word with one of f%e % &
more derivational affixes. Greatness, repair, and rejuvenation are exampl“-;:*% %5031

[

by writing the free forms

as a single word. Aircraft, finger-print, ice-C!
(icecream, ice cream), and

bed-side (bed side) are examples.

The way in which words are formed is called word-formation (_
is an example of a compound word). Word formation can never be 3. :
process because as society evolves, newer words are created and this pro

84




Morphology

ps from language 1o language. Given below are the important methods of
formation in English.

1, Compounding: As seen above, this is a process of word-formation
1 by adding a base form to another. The words thus, formed are called

compound words.

.
9. Derivation: This process is also called affixation and has already been
§ discussed. As already discussed, prefixing and suffixing are the two
methods of derivation.

3, Conversion: When the same word is used as different classes (parts
of speech) without adding derivational affixes, but through changes in
word stress, inflectional suffix and other syntactical devices, it is known
as conversion. In the sentence, “The child dirtied its dress”. “dirtied is
changed from an adjective to a verb. Another example is “Simon is a
fraud”. In this, “fraud” is used as a noun and not a verb.

4. Echoing or Onomatopoeia: This is a process of imitating the sounds of
the referents and using it as a word to represent them. “murmur”, “roar”,
“hiss”, and “quack” are a few examples.

3. Clipping: When a word is shortened by clipping off either from its
beginning or end, or both, the resultant clipped word is used to stand for the
whole. This process is known as clipping. “Maths for Mathematics”, “disco
for discotheque™, “van for caravan™, and “lab for laboratory” are examples.

W

A

s

6. Reduplicatives: Compound words with two or more identical/slightly
identical parts are reduplicatives. The difference between the two words,

mostly, is the initial consonants or the final vowels. For example, “see-
$aw” and “tip-toe™.

T,

ok

5

.

. ? Acronymy: This is a process of forming a new word by selecting the first

b alphabets (one or two from a word) from a phrase. In certain cases, the

- alphabets are pronounced individually as initials (like in MP for Member

f50f Pﬂrliament) and in some other cases, it is pronounced as a new word
(like RADAR from Radio Detecting and Ranging).

£y
¢
g

mm‘ﬁngi When parts of two words are fused into one to make a single
0N, the process is called blending. Usually, blends use the first part of
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structure of the English Language |
| the last part of the second word. These are also known Y
mple, “splatter” 1§ created out of “splagh '
e of “information” and “miw;,

Linguistics and

the first word an
portmanteau words. For exa
nd winfotainment” 15 mad
9. Back-formation: In this process, the word is formed by the analogy of one q‘ﬁd HE o

word from another in ¢ases where the original word would seem to be g } ¥
For example, “emote” from “emotion”, “edit” from “editor”, gsﬂﬁ- sua[]y g
from “television™. ;‘wag UV . b

-

spatter” @

derivative.

“greed” from “greedy” and “televise”

10. Autonomasia: This is a process where a common noun, a verb, or an "m{ﬁ
adjective, 15 formed from the name of a person or a place. For example, Mo
“platonic” from Plato, “malapropism” from Mr Malaprop, “quixotic” from " ol
Don Quixote, and “hoycott” from Captain Boycott. =

* pr S

Words are divided into classes based on form and function and are @Em]emon the S}

named form class and function class, respectively. The phonol : k. Compmﬂve i
f words are also considered while o
iraiona] affixes £0 00

o voos, [ntensifiers

morphological and syntactic properties 0
classifying words into “parts of speech”. Phonology becomes the criteria
when words are classified on basis of the stress and intonation. When
inflectional and derivational affixes are used, words are classified under 7K. Nouns could
morphological forms. Syntactic forms are employed while classifying words mmuystress of adjecti
under the syntactic category. Form class words are semantically relevant = diyred by advert
and meaningful. That is why they are also known as content words, lexical ® it

items and full words. Nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs belong to this aiive and sy

P %t fom o :
category. For example, bat, eye, sharp, game, flower, child. Function class m, as i, very

words are grammatically relevant but do not contain meanings like the {.fw'bsa;e deriveq, Ad
form class words. They are known as empty words, structure words and .\m% w» f'ﬂlCti
f-uncmrs. These words give grammatical shape to syntactic constructions- £ dcoﬂjlm e
Function class words are important in identifying form class words. Article$, Aﬂad\, % Ac
demonstratives, prepositions, auxiliaries and conjunctions, like, of, the, 0, h‘{:& B maﬂ
by, and of are examples of function class words. A Mgdiollsly

The form class words are abundant and unlimited. Newer form &
words could be created by adding new nouns and verbs. Thus, form & as: by and
also called open class or open set words. On the other hand, function las : ™
words are hmited and are called closed set words. One major mﬂﬂ*
function class words do not take inflectional or dﬁnvm affixes. i
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ish Language

N
AN

and Structure of the Engl
an, the), ordinals (third, last, first), quantifiers o
atives (those, these, this) are types Ofdcmm“inmt
co-ordinating conjunctions (and, but, or) ang

Linguistics

and position. Articles (a,
and demonstr

."‘ ‘
T

* ._'--—;.. PERESY T e
S
2
Rt

much, many)

.,

rl CS

-

Conjunctions are of two ty

1s (if, since, until). {,

The way in which words ar¢ organized in a language to make meaningfy] 7

a set of rules. These rules are specific to each ! 3L'f"l

In other words, syntax is the branch of L v 01
¥

L
=

-
.%t..ﬁ—&.

subordinating conjunctior

utterances 18 governed by
are known as the syntax.
s the structure of phrase

ords combine into such units as a phrase, .

to words or the study of how W )
T g N 2 TN 1 - s 4 o 3
The resultant product of these combinations is known i’-‘ ¥

actic descriptions are limited to the level
sentence structure) and morphology (the it
study of wor e two parts of the linguistic yi* o
study of grammar. Some linguistics consider syntax and morphology as :4"3"2{
undistinguishable categories. Grammar is a scientific and preseriptive study R,{,:gg]ﬂtq
any language. The syntax of

es that decide the possible patterns in

ge could be analyzed in the same manner in which phonological or ol e

: el It
vious sections and chapters.

language and
s and sentences with reference o/

linguistics that studie

clause and sentence.
as syntactic structures. The synt
of sentences. Syntax (the study of
d structure) together constitute th

of the rul ¥ Jl gofl
any langua
ogical patterns have been studied 1n pre

£ pe p s

ass words, to make sense, appear in particular e

morphol

The form and function cl
patterns. When arranged in th
could be broadly divided into three — simple, compound and complex. A
simple sentence consists of an independent clause and has a subject and@ = Ch:w
verb. For example, “They are dancers”. Compound sentences consist of two - "W
independent clauses connected by conjunctions like “for”, “and”, “por™, & Sindly
“ut”, and “so”. For example, I wrote a letter to the editor but there was Xy
no result. “I wrote a letter to the editor” and “there was no result” are both % g
independent clauses. A complex sentence contains a dependent clause and an ‘\&‘
independent clause connected by subordinating conjunctions like 38 )
“since”, “however”, and “which”. For example, “My parents W eC!
when I got the job”. “My parents were ecstatic” is an independent ¢
while “when 1 got the job” is dependent. The compound-complex et
contain at least two independent clauses and one or more dependent ¢!

eir patterns to serve the function, sentences = .o

A phrase is a group of words but does not contain a combination
subject-predicate like a sentence. Thus, it cannot exist independently '

88
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element of a phrase is called the “head”. There are

ss. The Noun Phrase has a noun or pronoun as the

ght begin with a determiner. Eg, “a green jacket” in “Rony

ot”. The Verb Phrase consists of the main verb and an

“js going” in “It is going to be a long way”. In an Adjective
ve is the head of the phrase. Eg, In an “She has a beautiful
describes “mind”. An Adverb Phrase, the adverb is the
e and described an adjective or the main verb or another
ythmically” in “They dance rhythmically” modifies the verb
prepositional phrase consists of a preposition. “to travel” in
urs are leaving to travel to the USA”. In a Participle phrase, the
ctions as an adjective. In the sentence, “Flooded with water,
doned”, “flooded” describes “the city”. An infinitive phrase
infinitive that serves as a noun when added with “to”. For
litter around is the habit of many”.

is a group of words with a subject and a predicate. Clauses
of a compound or a complex sentence, and be a complete
11 Tt can contain a main clause (that is a complete utterance)
e clause (that cannot stand alone as a meaningful unit). For
h he is not brilliant”, in “Though he is not brilliant, he will
", There are three important clause types. An adjective clause
clause that begins with relative pronouns or relative adverbs
. “who”, “whom”, “which”, etcetera. These contain a
but cannot stand alone. In “these leeches are found in the
‘woods are common”, “where brown woods are common™
A Noun clause is a dependent clause that takes the
mple, “whenever I take the lift” in “My heart beats
1ift”. An adverbial clause is a dependent clause that
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Linguistics and Structure of the English Language : ?’
way grammar was studied, CHP@Ci?lIy due to th.e n;fuer:ce oiSWGMIM ;5
Thé approaches used before twentieth century in t -e pe spe:c 1V€ are knowy

as traditional grammar and refer to the grammatical studies cond'uctgd in '.ﬁ;wﬂ
Europe and America before. The eight parts of spcecth w?'rcf estabFlshedby .-:.uw
traditional grammarians and form the background of linguistic studies, 4 @,

The Structuralists questioned Traditional Grammar and identified some f}w |
shortcomings. The biggest drawback of traditional g'ram‘ma;lr is ihat it ,

is prescriptive in nature, that is, it prescribes rules for linguistic creations, gﬁﬂo
Their focus was on the written language and they ignored the spoken form, !
This is a huge drawback in understanding and creating further constructions, W‘W
Since Latin was normative in England, English grammar was analyzed based
on the rules of Latin grammar. This was faulty because of the difference f
between the languages. This is known as the Latinate fallacy of traditional
grammar. Another weakness of traditional grammar was its perspective of -
not understanding the individuality of separate languages and proposing ~ |

universal grammar rules. This is known as the logical fallacy. The grammar "% E
rules of one language might not apply to another. Likewise, regional and :nghthe

dialectic variations within the same language were also ignored which isa =il {
huge mistake. Tsniic

Traditional grammar lacked clear and precise descriptions and thus i
evaded testing and verification. The semantic fallacy is another drawback of %l
traditional grammar that brought in classifications based on semantics, that

is, meaning. One such mistake is defining a noun as the name of a person,

place, or thing. “equality” and “fear” are exceptions. Traditional grammar, 1‘ Des

also, contains normative fallacy — the mistake of listing out what is and what }Mlm

is not allowed as a linguistic construction. This limits any language and was
contested by the Structuralists.

The prescriptive set of rules Jaid by traditional grammar resulted in correct
incorrect language constructions. In this context, grammaticality “d
acceptability are two distinct yet, inter-related concepts to understand. ‘
utterance is.grammatica[ if it is used formally by a group of native spe
A. grammatical sentence might not always be acceptable. Noam
gives an example to testify this “Colourless green ideas sleep fi
This sentence abides by grammar rules but does not convey any 1

and

90




Morphology
ility, also known as appropriateness depends upon the context in
. sentence is made. Informal and friendly constructions used amon
and family are unacceptable in formal and official contexts, In thi
iner, addressing people at home or friends with formal salutations
» official letters or interviews is also unacceptable. Acceptability is
ined by linguistic, situational and psychological factors. Popularly,
atical sentences are labelled as unacceptable while the structuralists

completely abide by that.

~ Unlike traditional prescriptive grammar, descriptive grammar studies
age, its structure, and its rules as used in everyday life by native speakers.
i includes variations in class and dialect. Descriptive grammar focuses on
age as it is used. For example, “I am taller than her” will be considered
ect as per the prescriptive grammar which suggests the use of “I am
er than she”. Both descriptive and prescriptive grammars are bound by

in different ways. While prescriptive grammar helps in formal language
use, descriptive grammar helps non-native speakers learn the language
petter. Though there was a deviation from the traditional patterns of studying
grammar, it still formed the foundation of modern grammar studies. Many
nor but significant changes have been made in the traditional pattern. The
al approach was followed by the Phrase Structure Grammar (PSG),
and then the Transformational Generative Grammar (TGG).

The limitations of traditional grammar paved way for the birth of
Structural/ Descriptive Grammar, which began in the early twentieth
ry and lasted till the mid-twenties. The study of some tribal languages
North America by Franz Boas initiated structural grammar. But an
sive study was introduced by Leonald Bloomfield. While traditional
mar focussed on semantics, Structuralists discarded the importance of
g and considered the “form” to be important. They evolved theories
tements that could be tested and proved. Unlike the traditionalists,
alists did not formulate any rules for grammatical constructions.
ieved that grammarians were supposed to observe society aﬂd.its
and find explanations for those behaviours, rather than formulating
e Structuralists positioned speech over writing and gave 5e000d8Y

0 the latter,
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e English Language
at no language was superior or inferior anq
esses an ingrained grammatica] sn'-ucmre_ They gave
importance {0 synchmnic studies of lafwgllage and percewec‘l laﬂgua:ge 5558
vstem of systems” Structuralists believed that language 1 constituted of
) ’ red into each other. The duty of a grammarian

_ units interwoven Of laye :
onship between the various smaller and larger unis,

Linguistics and Structure of th
Structuralists believed th

cach language poss

smaller
was to look into the relati
cs to semantics.

The Structuralist school provided explanations for many instances of
that the traditionalists failed to explain. For example,
d the ending of sentences, in English, in prepositions.
correct by the traditionalists. Unlike the
traditionalists, the Structuralists discarded rules and regulations that stunt
the growth of any language. They perceived language as fluid and capable
of growth. While iraditionalists preferred the inflected languages of Greek
and Latin, Structuralists discarded them. The linguists associated with this
group are Ferdinand de Saussure, Franz Boas, Edward Sapir, and Leonard
Bloomfield. Studies in Structuralist grammar virtually ended by the 1950s.

starting from phoneti

language utterances
Structuralists explaine
This was considered to be 1

As mentioned above, structural linguists tried to comprehend language i

in terms of structure, based on the rules and patterns. So, they divided a

=2

Sl S e L L

158

sentence into its “immediate constituents”, t0 understand the structure. This

is known as the Immediate Constituent Analysis (ICA). ICA hierarchically
divides sentences into immediate constituents through a tree-like structure
in binaries. So, each sentence is divided into two and later into further parts of
two till the smallest meaningful unit (the morpheme) is reached. ICA is applied

to phrases, as well, Each part is called the immediate constituent. For example, '

1. The girls played eagerly

/\

The girl
R Played eagerly

The girls il

) :
: ; play -ed eager
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ure of the English Language
example, “She has no interest in, or taste e A
hat the person is not interested in and doeg “

0" cannot be brought to apply to both “jne
ddress such elements that remain unstated iy -

Linguistics and Struct

overlapping 1Cs. For
conveys the meaning
taste for skiing. In ICA,the ™n
* ICA also cannot a

»

and “taste’

sentence. For example, in the sentence, “Ring t..he bell” the person addre omg |
(o is not mentioned and SO will not appear m. th'e- ICA. When sente b‘?ﬁﬂw
with lexical, constructional or derivational amblgmltles appear, IC Ang : .
becomes difficult as it becomes confusing to engage in breaking the sentence, ngl:: i

This also results in unbalanced bracketing of sentences. ICA is not capable of &
dealing with sentences that are embedded or conjoined.

After the 1950s, the language came to be perceived in different ways ¥
and theoretical propositions challenged the previously held views. As e
mentioned earlier, the growth of Structuralism helped in the formation of
linguistics as a branch of study. The contributions of Leonald Bloomfield %
gave a new perspective to morphology in the 1930s and 1940s. But the more
formal approaches in linguistics occurred from the 1950s. These are known
as the “themes of grammar”. Noam Chomsky’s contribution to syntax was

instrumental in linguistics and the formation of the concept of “generative %,
grammar’’.

Noam Chomsky argued that all languages possess certain fundamental %
principles for constructing sentences and that this should be present in human S
beings from birth. Chomsky has worked on this concept since the 1980s.
He termed this abstract concept as the Universal Grammar. On the othet
hand,lChomsky refers to the entire corpus of grammar from Europe and %iﬂlpq
ﬁnf!l:l(fa that existed before linguistics appeared in the twentieth century, ﬁ] ¥ stfllct
T G T gt i s
The [imitations1 10;1 p gr""[‘nmal, M oflatﬂj’w
Grammar. It i o! traditional grammar were addressed by (

* 1118 a concept put forward by Noam Chomsky and refers

grammar of a specific lan :
. guage that PR
constructions of that languageg : s capable of deﬁmng all



Morphology
.apable of introducing further changes and extensions in grammatical

| T U-{jo'ﬂ-‘;- The “generative” was a concept taken from Mathematics.
j o m;‘_c grammar upholds the idea that human language is shaped by a set
1 3 hgsic Pﬂ‘ncip’lcs. that is Universal Grammar. Generative grammar is a set

4 | § s that indicates the stmcnl:re and can be used to build the grammatical
B tences of the language that it generates. The sentences thus created are

A wm 4 by the native speakers of a language as belonging to their language.

Generative grammar is different from both prescriptive and descriptive
] ar. It tries to understand the basic principles that enabl: the
,_ ,mifcstﬁiio“ of language among human beings. Generative grammar not
B ooly distinguishes the grammatical sentence of a language but also provides a
" held view § }tural description of syntactic analysis of each grammatical construction.
1 the formagy, .ﬁset of rules in generative grammar is derived from the grammaticality
Ponald Blooy L and acceptability of a language understood by its native speakers.

Noam Chomsky, as mentioned above, threw a new streak of light in
h s g ihe field of linguistics and replaced the mechanistic and behaviourist view
of language through his concept of Transformational Generative Grammar
ept of “genent (TGG). The publication of Synfactic Structures in 1957 introduced the
toncept that grammar should be predictive. Since then, continuous changes
Jane#P ind studies took place in this field. The second phase of these studies was
jussf beralded by the publication of Chomsky’s Aspects of the Theory of Syntax
i in 1965

Two important generative grammars proposed by Noam Chomsky werg
Phrase Structure Grammar (PSG) and TGG. PSG contains a set of rules

B ¥0wn 5 the Phrase Structure Rules. These are also known as rewrite rules
#d are capable of generating strings of linguistic elements. The PS rules
e capable of providing constituent analysis of the string. These rules are
Hections to generate the total framework of the basic sentences In English.

7 the left of the arrow is
:"* by the expanded form written to the right of the arrow. Folf exampﬂe,
(Subjm) > NP (Noun phrase) + VP (verb phrase). These Sym.b{'zuﬁ;
"1 35 nodes and are expandable. Every node with a branch is call
“hing node and the one without a branch is called a non-branchit

There i 5 way to write the PS rules. The symbol to

This document is available free of charge on g stuaocu
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node. The individual components of NP and VP are further -
example. VP = Verb + NP; NP < Determiner + N. The sentence
an apple™ can be analyzed as per this system of breaking into constj
or as a tree diagram.

S 2> NP+ VP

NP =  Determiner + N

VP =2 V+ NP

N = boy, apple

Determiner =  the, an

Tree diagram: ) grami

v s \ -y
NP 3

A/Vp\n
Det N Vv /NP\A aslomaty
Det N

.
Nirthe
v \/ v Rofy,
The boy ate an apple gy,
ey,
%hne {
N
o
PSG has a few drawbacks. It cannot account for the intentions O FEEE, "‘:E
native constructions in the language. PSG fails to address sentenc g

ambiguities and also is incapable of understanding syllOﬂYms:
relationships between sentences like active-passive and affirmatiV
could not be explained by PSG. Stylistic variations of sentences

When the final string does not take further ahead, it is known &
terminal string. The higher nodes of the tree dominate the lower nodes
this dominance is by virtue of possessing constituent elements into
could be broken. PS trees give information regarding sentence stru
also shows how new sentences can be generated. -

Ar
!

9



\ 1 mprﬁ'hc“dcd by PSG. Phrage Strul:ture Gr
b & B , ira "
W\ ;ntif\'i"g the phrases and other Constity Mmar Concentry

! ih mnsﬂmnminn.
W

Another relevant branch of generatiy

' tive Grammar. The seeds f TG e grammar jg Tl'ansformational

P Generative ‘ ’ 5 oI TGG were taken from bast

I that existed 1n g u.mmmr Studies. The [TﬂnSformauonal rules sh G i

| fone structure into another by deleting, inserting or reoy, ow Fhe change
- of TGG over previous systems of gy Placing items, The

ammar, especia]| PSG, i i
- gowed the inter-relatedness between Sentences 4 -

TG grammar consists of three components —
Phonological. It defines two levels of syntactic s
stucture and the surface structure, In TGG,

puilt using general rules. The resultant structure is called the deep structure
of the sentence. These structures change due

\ | to transformations. After all
Np the transformations have been applied, the resulting structure is called the
/\ surface structure. It could be seen that TG holds the view that a sentence has

more than one level of structure.

tructures, namely, the deep
the structure of a sentence is

-
=

The abstract representation of the structure of a sentence used by
linguists for the study is called the deep structure. It contains the basic units
of meaning of a sentence. Deep structure refers to concepts, thoughts, and
ideas, while surface structure refers to the words used to represent the deep
structure. The alternation of the normal subject-verb order shows that the
- surface structure of “It is there” is different from “Is it there?” Both these
§ Sentences have the same order in deep structure. The syntactic component
Eenerates deep structures which undergo certain transformations. The
P tansformational surface structure gets phonetic representation from ﬂfe

i Phonological component and semantic representation from the semantic
WW omponent and becomes sentences. It is from these concepts that Chomsky

p derived hig concepts of competence and performance (discussed in the II
- Module),

i f evaluation
The transformational generative theory makes use O

| d select
%cedures to evaluate alternative grammar for the same lantf:a p :ls;bilities.
ebest, capable of explaining existing data and also predicting po

1
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Linguistics and Structure of the English Language

It draws relations between different types of sentences such a5 ctive. S Wi
affirmative-negative, unlike PSG. It shows the generation o P vy : Wl

different types of sentences from a basic sentence type, calleq g kon of 0 Gif
sentence, by the application of Transformational rules, The kemne] g, ). - Wi

are simple, affirmative, active, and declarative sentences. Sentenceg 4. @ o Na
from kernel forms by bringing transformations are called llon.kl ‘”‘ .

i tive, passive, complex and co E B
sentences. Interrogative, negative, p 3 mpound Sty woAﬂsrd"s
are transformed into non-kemnel sentences.

TG grammar consists of three components —

the basic COMmponeyy ) Wh
constituent structure /Phase structure, the transformatio

nal component,angy, § e
morphophonemic component. The first and third components are obﬁgam _

ones. But the transformational component is optional. Thus, in the e : 1‘;:
sentences, no transformation is involved. There are five transformationg 6 Wh
rules. Interrogative rule, affix switch rule, do-support rule, negation rule, ang el
passivisation rule. i

The major contribution of TGG attempts to describe a speaker’s 9. Wh
competence in the light of transformational and generative grammar, This

10. Lin
enables producing and understanding of an infinite number of sentences 11. Mo
understanding the internal structure of sentences, detecting ambiguity, detecting 12. Miy
meanings, and informing why and when the sentence is ungrammatical. TG 13. Mo

grammar is one of the most complicated and effective grammars to daté. E 1 De,
But it is not without limitations, There are new theories like the Montaigé

Grammar, Fillmore’s Cage Grammar, and Scale and Category Gmmmarm 1, Ans,
provides more insights into language, S
| g
Questions Ly
- Ho
L. Answer the following in a word or sentence. (1 mark . Ex

L. Define morpheme,

AW
g
7
8
s
g
(]
g
e
g
=
=
£
(]

- What is a rgot9
What is an affiyo

hat is & compoung forms
- What isa stem?

ot S5 L
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Linguistics in Ancient India

The study of language has ancient precedence in India. Greek and Indian
cultures were two prominent civilizations that studied the theory of language.

While Greek scholarship shows a lack of systematization and continuity,
Ancient Indian engagement with linguistics shows consistency and systematic
development for over more than 3000 years. Ancient India is a period roughly :
calculated from about 800 BC to about 100 BC. Sanskrit, Tamil and Tibet are
languages that engaged in a linguistic study during ancient times. Both the
nature and structure of language were the concerns of ancient Indian linguists
and extends across phonetics to philosophy.

The primary focus and concern of the linguistic enquiries of these =
languages pertained to the accurate study and preservation of the scriptures/
Vedas. Thus, the basic aim was religious. The traditional focus was on the
development of a system that could maintain the purity (as conceived by
the practitioners) of the religious (Vedic) texts. The scriptures were &
through hereditary priesthood in a highly controlled manner in order to
errors. Orality and performativity were important elements in preserving
authority of words. The primary notion held by these practices was the
and eternal nature of language. The hierarchy of the scriptural language
kept by separating it from the vernacular which was considered inf¢

the former.

Linguistic features were studied as Vaiyyakaranas (
provide a proper understanding of the Vedas, six systems were in
were together called the Vedangas. These were meant to help in the
articulation and performance of the rituals. They are listed below:
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glish Language

voiceless fricatives. Varioyg Scholapg

Linguistics and Structure of the En

' d
_ stops, apprommants an .
stop logy and analysis and thus different schools eMerged

[ndian linguistics. Sanskrit was the most prominent ancient l‘tiﬂglla g with
systematic study of words and grammar. The grovi/th of Sar.lsknt could be seen
through the various phases including the P_adaf)atha versn(n}? o.f Vedic texgs
before Panini, Astadhyayi of Panini, Mahabhasya of Patafijali,Bhartrhagi,
contributions, Siddhantakaumudi of BhattojiDiksita, and Nagesa’s works
Among these, Panini is a Sanskrit scholar whose contribution is a milestone
in the development of linguistics in India. The study of linguistics in Indi s
divided into Pre-Panini (from the Rigveda to Panini) and Post-Panini phases,

categories
gave various termino

Panini - Ashtadhyayi - Karaka theory

The Panini school of grammar is the longest-standing school in Indian
linguistics. Panini, along with Katyayana and Pataiijali are known as the “holy
trio” of Sanskrit grammar, also called the trimunivyakaranam, It includes the
Ashtadhyayi of Panini, Va:rttikaof Katyayana, and Mahabhasya of Patafijali.
Nothing much is known about the personal details of Panini. His major work
is usually referred to as his Ashtadhyayi, (Sanskrit Astadhyayt) and refers to
eight chapters on Sanskrit Grammar.

Despite being one of the earliest grammars of Sanskrit, Ashtadhyayi
is sophisticated and scholarly. Both phonetics and phonology are with in
this work. Ashtadhyayi contains around 4000 rules (sutras) of phonetics
aI.Nj, grammar that evolved during the Vedic period. The eight chapters arc
divided into four sections (padas) and define the morphology and syntax of
the Sa.nskrit language. The book also contains and differentiates the language
ust in the scriptures and the vernacular. It is believed that Panini wrote
this work when Hinduism was being questioned by Buddhism an;i Jainist-

Therefore Ashtadhyayi ik
the Sanskrit language, purpose of restricting and thus pres

104
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£ PBIN'S system. Aksharasamgp,
.o databases O

¢ da

ith 14 classes of sounds differemia:e
W .
l’y'cal properties, that is, phoneme cjagg, features of length, nasality
IOS‘ls (rising, falling and level),
_d gecents (I
and 3¢

"aya containg the soung
d on the basis of their

apatha contains about 400 Sutras
3 The S“rrdp ada (sub-chapters). |t could be divideq into foyr parts, for
:i‘iprte.m) anofunderstanding = the first section (chapters | ang 2) deals
i.-;'m"cmenjessjﬁcanion and enumeration of bas
U\ with the C::On (chapters 3 -5) deals with the g
.- Ow‘fnd se:a ter 6 -8.1) deal with the base-prefix
3 ”cub:;:c thz fourth section (chapters 8.1 -
; '-' ,:;rphophonemics‘

and is arranged in adhyayq

€S and thejr Categories: the
erivation of bases; the third
Cnumeration and derivation
- 8.4) deals with the ryjes of

Panini framed the sutras to organize words b
- about 4000 sutras which are verb-less s
: wchmques_m. loped an artificial system to analyse Sanskrit and compose
wdeS Pm:: 1]?heevfmfas or the rule types are of the following seven types:

1. Vidhi deals with the operation or provision One EXB:I“n
. vowels will be lengthened if they arel followed by a s;
. 2. Samjna introduces class alnd conventions,

4 .'3. Adhikara deals with heacfimgs.

" 4, Atidesha refers to extensions.

y formulating different
entences and appear like

ple is that simple
milar vowel.

Niyama enumerates the restrictions, even of other rules.
6. Nishedha is negation.

Paribhasa is metarule.

: - i
100 i I processing. Ganapat
: i the morphological p &
€100t in the dhatupatha is : e
the primitive nominal bases, including 23 pronouns. Par_uﬁed pidas
erivational process to generate complete syntactic Iworczis caﬁpﬁon iy
i ete desc
adhyayi anini i ttempt at a comp 5y
tadhyayi of Panini is the first a ; 7%
'- 'I}’l:ay rux of Panini’s grammar is concerned with thehfii s
€ Ccrux o ; S
in the context of a sentence. It was for the first time
con : age.
Onventions and rules were laid out for languag




English Language o

fﬂﬂg

Linguistics and Structure of the
Ashtadhyayi is a complex and difﬁcull_ book‘ that was taught oy |

This explains the focus on brevity ‘TVCF ‘f'aflty- Itisa Slyste[? of linguig,

descriptions, including metarules, lexical lists, a phonological list, anq alistof

additional affixes. These reveal the rules that govern the syntax and Principleg

that decide the rules. Many rules in the Ashtadhyayi explicitly establigh

conventions of speech-form reference used throughout the grammgr The

rules in Ashtadhyayi are complicated. The ideas in one rule can carry over

to the next or to many others. Some words used in the work have specialized

meanings. Moreover, one rule might control other rules. Sound classes, rule-

base and lexicons are components of Ashtadhyayi.

Ashtadhyayi is generative (refer to module III) in its approach a5
much as it is descriptive. Two reasons make this work important for
linguistic computation. First that it gives a detailed and rule-based detail
of Sanskrit and second that the grammatical model provided by this book
explains a functional Natural Language Processing system. The analysis
of pronunciation dealt with by Panini is comparable to twentieth-century
Western linguistics. The complex metarules, transformations, and recursions
mentioned in Ashtadhyayi makes it analogous to the Turing machine which =
is an idealized Mathematical model and reduces the logical structure of any = 000
computing device to its essentials. 1Sanskerit ¢

As mentioned above, Panini provides detailed interpretations of s,
Phonology, Morphology, Syntax, and Semantics. His work provides scientific mang 5
analysis and description of Sanskrit. Panini’s grammar observes language  “nof th,
from the perspective of the speaker and the listener. Panini proposes that the “Rationg
listener comprehends the entire sentence in the first place and positions the "’?ﬂleuce‘ |

meaning of the word in the context only later. This perspective argues that ;F’dllis Tep
only when words come together through a formal process, do they generate ‘1‘-’*& :
the meaning of the sentence. Thereby, it is said that sentences carry the real ﬁgfrb %

syntactic meaning and not individual words. And in the comprehension of _%lhe Sep
the meaning of the sentence involves both its semantic and syntactic aspects. I‘d of Kq

Panini brings in sentence analysis on various levels to provide k%ka
interpretation. The superficial construction of a sentence is termed the surfa®®
level while the intentions of the speaker in uttering the sentence are kno gt
as the semantic leve]. While the former is purely dependent on mmphﬂm i i_
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A 2 Y e i i ’
% SN jatter is semantic. Between these ty,, levelg of Sent Nient ngi
: . \ iders two more levels - Karag, nd Vibhapy sy is

i "': X 3 wﬂil :

The various levels of sentence processing, according to Panini

In Sanskrit grammar, Vibhaji is a word suffix that helps in identifying
the participants, gender and form of the

language is processed at the Kargkg

evel and it is represented at the syntactic leve].

- The verb is central to Panini’s grammar and is considered the binding
entof the sentence. In the suzrg p 1.4.23 of Ashtadhyayi, Panin mentions
ory of Karaka, [t defines a sentence in terms of the kriya (action/
d karaka (factor/action) and their relations (anvaya/samsarga). The

Bical meaning of the word Karaka is “one who does something” or

rforms. The one who is related to the action (performer, receiver
the performance) is the karaka. Kriya and karaka are mutually

48 0ne call for the existence of the other. Karakas arc intermediate




Linguistics and structure of the English Language

ntactic structures. Thus, this theory explains the situation in terms Of'flt:tion
:1; ;".u‘mrs that result in the action.

panini's theory of karaka was suppo.rtcd by am)%her great linguig
Patanjali, who came after him. Based on the direct and continuoyg relation

. e ship
between the verb and the nominal, Sanskrit has six different types of Ky
etwee | €

akg

relations.

| Karta/ Karttr(used to perform action independently on its own),

2. Karmma/Karma (is the locus of the result)

e

. Karana

e

Sampradana

n

Apadana

. Adhara/Adhikarana.

F 8

The first three are considered the foremost Karakas and the Jast three are
known as the influenced Karakas.

Panini’s contribution to grammar is a systematic work and employs
generalization to capture general and specific details of the language. Along
with the general rules, exceptions in the language are also mentioned.
Ashtadhyayi presupposes an analysis of utterances into constituent words/
padas, words into stems and affi xes, and derivable stems into their components.
It could be clearly seen that when linguistic constructions are broken into
rarchy could be seen. Ashtadhyayi is generative (refer
' approach as much as it is descriptive. Two reasons make
this work important for linguistic computation. First that it gives a detailed
and lrule-based detail of Sanskrit and second that the grammatical model
provided by this book explains a functional Natural Language Processing

s,ystcl-n The analysis of pronunciation dealt with by Panini is comparable 1
twentleth—century Western linguistics.

constituent parts, a hje
to module I11) in its

Th !
» transformatj 3 ntioned in
Ashtadhyay; mak ations, and recursions me

akes it analogoys to the Turi 5 ——
Mathematicg] model and regye uring machine which is an id ik

device to jtg Cssentials, p es the logical structure of any eomvﬂm
S. a i i . - e 1 1 T
that the resultant gramm B fOITnulated Certain rules in S""h"‘_w

ar | i L 4
Possibilifieg 1S 0pen to further generations and is open 10
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Linguistics in Angien India

gna - Vaurttika

(also spelled as Katyayana) wag ap Indi

: i and 8 mafhemahman who_ is believed to have lived in th
; " hird century BCE. As per the writings of Patafijali, Katyayana w ;

i Katydyana and lived to the South of the Vindhya mountains, in ]ndi&l :

- ana is the first and only extant commentator of Panini’s Ash’tadhya;'.

L dvaje, Krostr, Vadava, Sunaga, Vyaghrabhuti, and Vaiyaghrapada are
.« who wrote about Panini’s grammar.
thers

an grammarian,

Kityayana’s observations and comments on a few of Panini’s sutras are
Wemed as the va:rttika. Believed to be written around the third century
iBCE" this contains approximately 4300 brief statements (va:rttikas) to 1245
panini’s rules. A va:ritika means a treatise that ponders over what has
n stated, not stated or is ambiguously stated. As seen in the case of the
adhyayi, the va:ritikas were also composed in brief aphorisms to provide
ity for the oral teaching-learning process. The use of phonetic segments
. markers attests t0 the aural transmission. The works of Katyayana have
hed posterity through Mahabhasya of Patafijali,

Kityayana analyses the sufras in relation to other rules and proposes

fications. Since there was a gap of two hundred years, Katyayana did it

-,m Panini’s grammar in the new context, especially when the language

undergone a natural evolution and so many of the rules seemed archaic

out of context. Moreover, many new expressions came into vogue that

not covered by Panini. Thus, the va:rttikas provide commentaries to the

dhyayi by explaining, criticizing and supporting. Thereby providing a
 dimension according to his understanding. There are instances where
f iyana rectifies those surras that he felt were either anukta (unsaid) or
(badly-said). Towards the end of the va:rttikas, Katyayana offers a
submission to Panini.

va:ritikas have to be read in the context of the sutras since the former
en based upon the latter. The va:ritikas could be seen as concise
the sutras. Some scholars believe that the va:ritikas were written

the sutras in a better manner. Vakyaparisamapti is a concept that
introduces in his work. It means that there is an interdependency
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Linguistics |
of the sentences in a g1V
it will become me
certain words in the s‘t:} 2
jon of the sufras.
the formmlmn qf‘t:ﬁrq who believe that the va:rttikas were i B
Certain scho 31‘ ts of Panini. But this claim is refuted by mogt scholar
o R t‘.hai Kﬁivﬁyana‘s interpretations or the omissjong and
e 'lhe exp]alnjtllvo‘nread in tl;e light of the change in the language, Some
add"!Olls_ShOihiC; were valid in the times of Panini could not pe accepted
::?l::::;:in;f Katyayana due to the evolution of the Ianguage_

Katyayana's contribution to the grammatical tradition is noteworthy,

1. The va:rttikas brought a milestone change in grammar by emphasising
the role of grammar to instruct. He said that gramgqar should be
dharmaniyama, that is, the grammar that instructs certain words to be
spoken due to religious merit. This concept introduced t‘he f:anon of .the
~ grammar-sanctioned words” and grammar became a sanctioning authority.

2. The view of grammar proposed by Katyayana positions it both as the

targeted language and the rules that govern it. He added that a grammar
canex ist only if it considers the spoken language. This implies the changes
that occur in any language. As per this particular vr#t, grammar is M“haf’a'
r should both describe the language and define it.

The third point to pe note
Introduced debate ang dia
big

It means that gramma

d is that the va:retikas are the first treatise that
logue as patterns of commentary. The vrits are

ger than the sutras byt the explanatory tone and metrical composition

make it easjer to learn.
4. This

leads to the fourth
thf:jusijﬁcations it provi
5. Katy
b}" !h

merit. The Ccommentarial merit of the vr#t lies
des to the sutras.

dyana, then, Provided some peyw methods for interpreting ng-s:;

afrce of charg_e on : ,
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. the vrits al | . .
sther hand, the al50 have restricte c
. (n the « o'l ed the SCope of the word
from the sutras by virtue of their meaning 8

s Két\ﬁ\i‘";‘ bhrings proper l!:_'iln]flnn\ to certain sutr

s

o The definition of vakyaas a group of words contaming one finite verh l
. €rba
form was brought in the vrs

10, The va ririkasgave validity or grammatical correctness (sadhy; t
] va) to

certain forms that were not mentioned by Panini

11, Certain vris enable a better understanding of the Sutras. They are called

tht'[’d”kh'“‘“ fts

l\'él\&\a"d‘“--' ritikas stated that a word ( sabda), its meaning (artha). and

~ eir relationship 1s not produced by any agency like the speech community

or grammar He proposed that these are implicit and eternal Grammatical

i g
posed by Kitvivam poses 1.
rules that pover 1t He s .

b the spoker language T e

i

gomectness was associated with the punty of dharma. One major highlight
‘Kjf_\'i}and" concept was his proposition on long vowels. He said that.
B ough long vowels appear to be like a cluster of two short ones. they should
Bbe seen as separate integral entities and not as a cluster. He stated that
Palthough a syllable 1s meaningless i itself, when it appears in a sequence,
#ad 1s recognised as a root or stem or suffix, it bears meaning.

The contribution of Kityliyana's va ritikas is in promoting three different
;\‘iewpomls
Poflanguage, it vouched for the authenticity of the words beings used. The

Btroduction of new suffixes is the contribution to grammar. The most

the language, grammar, and philosophy. From the perspective

».mluliona.ry point of view is the philosophical one that the vits have stated.

Msays that the word 18 eternal in its meaning and relationship.

4
Fdlania

~Mahabhasya

Pataiijali(also known as Gonardiya or Gonikaputra) is the third sage
M the “holy trinity” of Sanskrit grammar. His Mahabhashya is written as a
| ontary on select rules of grammar in the works of Panini and Katyayana
' WO other grammarians. The work is a wide and lasting inﬂufl:nce and
With Patafijali the Indian linguistic tradition reached a definite form.
:.‘ i$ believed to have lived and written in the second century BCE.
T Wliis algo credited with the Yogasutras or the Yoga thought.




i e
Linguistics and Structure of the English Languag . " i
.+ al title of his mOSt important work is yakaranamahabhag,, o e P
The orig as Mahabhashya. Bhashyameans commentary, of pah
dis populal‘ly known . 2 , and arﬂ"ﬁ
" thotitle refers ©0 «q commentary on the analysis of words”. Its relevang, | * )
thus TV . @ g
/ s 1) tics makes it the grand commentary” A
i the history of Indian linguistic tary”. The qversati

n in the form of a conversation between a studep
ows only a part of the topics that are being discusseq semaﬂ“c ,
ho established the ultimate true perspective

Mahabhashyais writte
(sisya), & master who kn

(acaryadesiya), and a master W - : e ' .
(acarya, siddhantin). 1t is an important dialectic instrument written in comman
powerful yet simple prose. 1 Bh
Mahabhashyadeals, in detail, with shiksha (phonology, includingaccent), phart
and vyakarana (grammar and morphology). Pataiijali engages in providing et
semantic explanations by discussing the niruka, that is, the etymology. His beh?
enunciation of grammar is achieved by examining both the works of Panini sseribed €
and Katyayana. Patafijali debates the matter and authenticity of the sutrasand fo@er e
the va:rttikas. To illustrate these, he gave examples and counter-examples, as ‘Light 011.
needed. He elaborated upon the semantic discourse in grammar as presented works W
by Katyayana, thereby, combining the philosophy of grammar with his arlier in
studies. At the same time, Mahabhashya addresses questions concerning and Bhartl
the engagement of language in the past, and looks forward to the future by study of g
discussing imminent linguistic concerns. of gramm;
| influence ¢

Mahabhashya, in its present form, is divided into eighty-five sections
cuAiied ahnika that are documented as daily study matter. The book deals
\.Nnh 1228 of the 3981 sutras of Panini’s famous treatise, which are divided
g - thm'\’__ two padas. It begins with the statement — “now commences the
sim-enc‘e of grammar”. This testifies that Patafjali has provided a critical and
scwnnﬁc-treatment to Sanskrit grammar. The science of grammar dewl
by Pataiijali could be seen divided into three different branches -

of words, determinati
B mination of - g :
meaning, meaning, and the connection between !

Patajali’s co :
mments g 3
known as issi. The it on the previous testammisﬂ

@ e 0 is repleta
of l'Tlerprelation and is kzngiMahaPanb"mShya lslml s
maxims, as well, which are . pisr :
inicrpretations and Studies of Pakt::'i‘:lll s sl

jali are incluc
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Vance
;,pd;kasamajnahmka the ckasahnika and are Constituteq
e

_ ‘ hah’”ka and the lakararthahnika. k‘"'akahmka_ a

mentioned above, Patafijali discusses the problems
- ersational, yet contained manner. Mahabhashyatakes fr

atic discourse on grammar and brings in a phil osophic
amar. The Way in which Patafijali formulated his treatig
ding position in Indian linguistics and has not bee

of grammar i "

Tom Katyayana’s
al perspective of
¢ has secured ita
n refuted to date.

‘L..\i M

k. hari - Vakyapadiya - Sphota theory

Bhnrthruhal.'i wa‘s an ancient poet, grammarian and philosopher who is

elieved to have lived in the fifth century in Ujjain. The two prominent works

bed to him are Vakya;.;!ad:yfz and Mahabhasyadipika. Etymologically the

_er means “Work dealing with sentences and words”, and the latter means

ght on the Great commentary”. Bharthruhari’s works are the earliest
works written as commentaries to Patanjali’s Mahabhasya. As mentioned
ier in this module, ancient Indian linguistics was based on the Vedas
-d Bharthruhari’s philosophy is based upon the same and suggests that the
y of grammar is a path to salvation. The metaphysical conceptualization
grammar by Bharthruhari takes from many disciplines and has a lasting
ence on thinkers who came after him.

Vakyapadiya addresses both general linguistics and pure Sanskrit
amar. The host of topics on linguistics includes the concept of sentence,

d, action, tense, gender, and number; the ways of understanding
ning, the meaning of linguistic units, and the phenomenon of autonymy.
uhari wrote in the perspective of other schools of thought and tried to

modate those theories with respect to his own concepts.

i discusses both the grammatical and philosophical problems

€ e~°‘»II'€=C$1«'stlly sentences and words. He argued that grammét can be
id that the fundamental

a darshana (philosophy). Bharthruhari sat

further,
'gﬂ things (artha) was formed by the word (sabda). He,
e 1 tuents. Linguistically, e

ny whole is more real than its constitue s
sentence (Vakya) above the constituents — phoneme (

13



and Structure of the English Language

Vakyapadiya 1s structured into three chaptcrs/kha{'tda and is knowy &
Trikhan'di. The first one is Bhrahmakanda and deals W_]th the Br ahman,
is. the Ultimate Reality, as per the Vedas. Here, he. discusses the Nature of
Creation. The second chapter is the Vakyakanda ufhlch elaborates on Vakyq.
sphota. This chapter deals with the unitary meaning of the sentence, while
the differentiation of the sentence and the words. Bharthruhari hag Written
Tika (description of the first two Kandas) to explain his ideas related to sabdg
Brahman and Sphota theory. The third chapter deals with the analysig of
words (that is, parts of speech) and their differentiation.

Linguistics

Bharthruhari’s philosophy of language is based on a monistic and
idealistic metaphysical theory. The Brhaminicview of the cosmos believes
that the Vedas possess the quality of constant and cyclic creation and
dissolution. The divine word (Vak) is believed to be the beginning point
of each cycle. Bharthruhari considers Brahman as the basis of reality and
something without a beginning or an end, that is anadinidhanam. It is termed
as a concept beyond temporal sequences of events. Bharthruhari applies it to
the word-principle and formulates his concept of the phonemes as eterally

possible elements that can be combined in infinite ways to express the
multiplicity of nature.

Bharthruhari, further, connects this with the plurality of creation. The
different levels that he enumerates are that of consciousness, cognition,
sensation, language use, cognitive and experiential aspects of the world.
These external realities are all interlinked through words. Bharthruhari says
that without words nothing is identifiable or knowable and thus, the word
principle causes the world. It is only through a proper understanding of
speech that conventional or spiritual understandings are possible. He defines
this concept on four levels — sentences and words; meanings of sentences

and words; compatibility between sound and sense; spiritual merit thr
correct language.

the
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sphota Sabda Word/Symbol

WA RUIRER AT
4

&
Word Sound Word Meaning
CHU M

Snhota 18 derived from the Sanskrit word Sphur which means “to burst

h disclose™. Traditionally. Sphota is believed to be manifested by the
wrd \ and to be revealed by the word meaning. It is in the first khandu
/ia that Bharthruhari introduces the concept of sabdasphota - the

mer umity of sabda (word 'sentence) that conveys the meaning - artha. He
sard that sphora originates in the mind of the speaker and re-manifests in the
> istener. Sphota 1s denoted as the meaning-bearing aspect of the

wuage, through which the artha (meaning) of the sentence emerges in its

Sharthruhan defines sphota as the internal aspect and true intent/purpose

ntence sabda. He envisages dhvani only as the articulated sound
attern and the instrument through which the inner essence, that is, the sphota
S communicated. Moreover, it is only through the cognition of the sphota
that anyone can achieve a perfect understanding of the complete and true

2 of a sentence. Like the brahman, sphota is indivisible and does 10t
-

¢ vanations of speed or accent do not alter the sphota of a word.
To explain the re}

R
Bhart

harthruhari uses tk

ation and difference between the sphota and nada,
25 ¢ example of the moon and its reflection on the surface
Ol the water The nkia e 1
sty "1” The object (moon) and jts image (reflection) are related by Virte
of the reflective surfaca ¢
reflective surface (Water). And the movement of the reflection does not
of the moon, It could mean that there is moven

strictly mean the reflection ;
ovement of the image gives an impressst Gf

But as the m
Movement of the m
through the

in the water
oon, sp.

Sequence, or loudness that speech is
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For Bharthruhar, meaning is conveyed by the

Linguis

. » them.
sounds that expost the

* |abe lk‘d thes Hlll]d as n ‘5 h(- .

sentence | i¢ }.ihl 1
.)‘th.’f(l"fl;ﬂh({llf'“,(" (USY]“bol ‘I

wo y :

Sphota is derived from the Sanskrit word Sphut which means “to burst
[ HA i v
forth or disclose”™. Traditionally. Sphota is believed to be manifested by the
word sound and to be revealed by the word meaning. It is in the first khanda

of Takvapadia that Bharthruhari introduces the concept of sabdasphota — the

e e e A A S i 3 b

inner unity of sabda (word/sentence) that conveys the meaning - artha. He
said that sphota oniginates in the mind of the speaker and re-manifests in the
mind of the listener. Sphota is denoted as the meaning-bearing aspect of the

language, through which the artha (meaning) of the sentence emerges in iis
fullness

Bharthruhari defines sphota as the internal aspect and true intent/purpose
of the sentence/sabda. He envisages dhvani only as the articulated sound
pattern and the instrument through which the inner essence, that is, the sphofa
Is communicated. Moreover, it is only through the cognition of the sphota
that anyone can achieve a perfect understanding of the complete and true
meaning of a sentence. Like the brahman, sphota is indivisible and does not

vary. The variations of speed or accent do not alter the sphota of a word.
To explain the re

lation and difference between the sphota and nads,
Bharthruhari yses the

: example of the moon and its reflection on the surface
P rc;;er. The object ( moon) and its image (reflection) are related by Vil

r)- And the movement of the reflection (ioesWt
the moon. It could mean that there is movement

ut ¢ y

movementofthe o <M Of the image gives an impression

through the 3 m',:m"’_ Sphota acquires the properties of uttered spe
' Properties like S¢quence, or loudness that speech is

of the w

ective surface (wate

strictly mean the reflection of
in the water,
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an important term in Indian lingui

\E hotd 18 ; i stic traditio
g :Sﬂbc ranslated into English. Tt has two-fold manifeslati()nlﬁn and canpy
. : &Z{Pﬁswg a meaning (word) and as something that as Something

¥ . : 1S made i
. sounds (meaning). Thus, sphota is manifested explicit by

: by the
e reveals the word meaning. It is both the word word sounq

‘W\ | E possessing both external and internal qualities.

and itg Meaning,

- on Modern Linguistics
E mﬂ“ence

AS mentioned in the third module, linguistics as 5 branch developed in the
westonly in the twentieth century. It was the studies of Ferdinand de Saussure
| _'r hat l.wolutic-nised the study of language. Saussure was greatly influenced by
. -‘Ill,le study of Sanskrit grammar and based most of his concepts on ancient

. . linguistics. The Vedas were considered sacred in the Indian System and
j wemnsmiﬂed orally. As the purity of the Vedas had to be maintained, great
o | importance was given to the accurate description of the sounds. This was the
§ major concern of the phoneticians, while the grammarians created systematic
| gammar for the language.

The system of memorising sacred texts was instrumental in the growth of
' astrong linguistical study. As seen above, a sophisticated system of phonetics
was developed to uphold the relevance of the Vedic ritual. There was proper
' development of sounds into phonemes. Grammar was well developed and an

extensive branch of study. The language was studied against literary as well
1 the cognition of ™ 55 philosophical backgrounds.

The widely developed system of Indian linguistics comprised of
phonetics, phonology and morphology. Noam Chomsky’s generative grammar
I8 inspired by the Indian linguistic tradition which had a semantic study of
Words as well as sentences. The sentence as a unit of analysis in Chomsky
DWes greatly to the Indian tradition. Sandhi a term that means “joining
?@Eﬁher" forms part of the Indian linguistic enquiry where the phonological
4 phonetic study of words as isolated entities and parts of the sentence are
;f“ Sidered is another concept that had inspired Western linguistics.

| ¢
I Western [inguistics, there is « difference between phonetics a0

. i l
"Mology, which i inspired by the concepts of dhvani K ,?phOfa- Th']i:::e;
th the relati ol hetween perc eived utterance and meanmgﬁll artic
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language. The segmental phonemic lines seen in the Sanskn'tal
& _3,: Aase, bl -

much befure the corresponding growth in the West, Generatiye
.
indebted to the Indian linguistic tradition where the verp was the core of

: a
sentence and other words were in relation to it

Indian linguistics had \\‘cl!—(.ic\'t‘h"l’t‘d studies in PhonctiCS, Phong,
and morphology. The theories of Saussure. Leonard Bloomfieq and Romgy

S ol

Jakobson were influenced by various grammarians i.ncluding Paninj, Pafanjali,
and Bharthruhari. Important concepts like sphota had a direct influence on
Saussure’s concepts of sign, signifier, and signified. The metaphysieg) View
of language is also indebted to ancjent Indian linguistjcs. The analys;g of the

pl
Sy

Sentence into varioyg parts was an important aspect of Indjan linguistics and
contributed to the generative view of Western linguistics. Even the Study of
srmmar in Western linguistics grew beyond conventiong] rigid rules only

after the influence of the ancient System of Indian linguistics.
Questions

L. Answer the following in aword or Sentence. (1 mark each)

L. Primary concem of lingujstic Studies in ancjen; India aimed at
............. the vedas,

s and "0 S Were important elements in preserving the
authority of words.

3. Which language wag considered higher by the scriptures?
Linguistic features Vere studied 23 .. In ancient India.
2. Guidelineg for correct Pronunciatiop were included in ...
6. Coalescence of sounds in context isknownas . s

- Ferdinang de Saussyre Was a scholar of R &

8. Study of linguistics i gy is divided ingo and ...... phases.
"""""" 'S the mog Important work by Panini, e

10. How many ruleg gpe Contained jp Ashtadhyayi?
I1. The Tinas are of S types

b

gender, apgd form of the worg
14, There are
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