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NEP 2020 

One of the key changes which NEP will implement is the setting up of a 'single 

overarching umbrella body for the entire higher education', Higher Education 

Commission of India (HECI).

Though there will be a single body, there will be distinct and independent bodies 

which will each assume separate functions of accreditation, funding, and academic 

standard setting. These bodies will replace autonomous bodies like University 

Grants Commission (UGC), All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE), and 

National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC).

The first vertical of HECI will be the National Higher Education Regulatory Council 

(NHERC). It will function as a common, single point regulator for the higher 

education sector including teacher education but excluding medical and legal 

education. Up until now, UGC was responsible for regulating higher education, 

AICTE regulated technical and engineering education, and NCTE was responsible 

for regulating teacher training and education.

The second vertical of HECI will be the National Accreditation Council (NAC). NAC 

will accredit institutes based on basic norms, public self-disclosure, good 

governance, and outcomes.

The third vertical will be Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC) which will 

facilitate funding and financing of higher education based on transparent criteria.

The fourth vertical of HECI will be the General Education Council (GEC). It will 

frame expected learning outcomes for higher education programmers, also called 

'graduate attributes'. GEC will also frame a National Higher Education Qualification 

Framework (NHEQF).

Functioning of HECI and all its verticals will be transparent. Use of technology is 

also stressed in NEP to reduce human interface to ensure efficiency and 

transparency in their work.

The professional councils such as the Indian Council for Agricultural Research 

(ICAR), Veterinary Council of India (VCI), National Council for Teacher Education 

(NCTE), Council of Architecture (CoA), National Council for Vocational Education 

and Training (NCVET) etc., will act as Professional Standard Setting Bodies 

(PSSBs).
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