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Nature and characteristics of Language
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Language Learning Language Acquisition
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Short points ( Language Skills) 

1. The four basic language skills are listening-speaking-reading-writing.

2. These foundational skills of language are divided into two categories which 
are receptive and productive skills.

3. In order to provide more focused and significant learning situations, 
teachers must integrate the four language skills while teaching and 
practicing the language.

4. The goal of language learning is communication competence and the child 
who learns the basic skills of a language is able to develop real 
communication in a natural setting environment.

5. The teacher must create opportunities to use the language for 
communication among learners to develop their fluency in English.

6. This can be done by conducting several language-based activities such as 
discussions, drama, dialogues, conversations, debates, questionnaires, etc.
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The study of a language has four aspects

1. The Phonetic aspect = deals with the spelling and pronunciation of words. ( Speaking) 

2. The Graphic aspect = deals with  the written form of a language. ( Writing)  

3. The Phonetic – Cum – Graphic aspect   = deals with the Reading of the language.  ( Reading) 

4. Semantic aspect deals with ‘Comprehension’.( Listening)
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Listening Skills
• “Listening is the process of receiving, constructing meaning from, and 

responding to spoken.
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Speaking Skills
Speaking: It is a more complex skill than listening
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Activities to develop speaking
___________________________________

1. Using Stories: Story telling has a special role to play in developing 
oral skills. 

2. Theme Pictures 

3. Picture Composition:

4. Participating in a Discussion

5. Class Debate:

6. Role Playing:

7. Radio Show, Audio tape recorder, linguaphone, gramophone etc 
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Reading can be defined as the ability to make sense of written or 
printed words.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF READING

EXTENSIVE READING:

• Reading For relaxation, fun, enjoyment  and pleasure.
• Non detailed reading
• This reading helps you understand words in context and enriches 

your vocabulary.
• Example – Newspaper, Novel, Short story, comics reading.

Reading
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• INTENSIVE READING:
1. LEARNERS ARE SUPPOSED TO READ THE SHORT TEXT 

CAREFULLY AND DEEPLY SO AS TO GAIN MAXIMUM 
UNDERSTANDING.

2. READING OF TEXTBOOKS.

3. LEARNERS  READ THE TEXT WITH CONCENTRATION AND 
DUE CARE, IN DETAIL, AS IT HAS CERTAIN LEARNING AIMS 
AND TASKS

4. ALSO CALLED – DETAILED READING.

5. LEARN NEW VOCABULARY WORDS

6. GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF GRAMMAR

7. EXPLORE SYNTAX AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE

8. BETTER UNDERSTAND THE LANGUAGE

9. GROW YOUR ABILITIES TO READ IN YOUR TARGET 
LANGUAGE
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Objective
A quick read through to get a 
bird’s eye view of the content.

Thorough lookout for specific 
information.

Purpose
It gives an idea of what is 
a full text about

It helps to find specific 
information in the text.

Technique
It includes reading, introduction, 
conclusion, headings and 
subheadings

It is looking over the whole text 
to find particular information.

Benefits
A reader can read the maximum 
text in a limited period

To find the required information

Usage
To decide whether to read fully or 
not which they are not familiar 
with.

More concerned with the form of 
the word because they know 
what the are looking for

Parameter of 
Comparison

Skimming Scanning
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Loud Reading

• Advantages

• Students learn the proper method of reading.

• Students develop the skills of speech and giving lectures.

• The mistakes related to pronunciation can be corrected.

• It trains various sensory organs such as eyes, ears, mouth etc.

• Students learn by imitation, which is a natural method of learning.
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Silent Reading 

• Aims of Silent Reading

• To enable students to read without making sounds and moving 
lips, so that they may not disturb others.

• To enable students to read with ease, speed and fluency.

• To make students read with comprehension.

• To get the students, vocabulary expanded.
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Sub-skills of Reading

• Other subskills include 

1. visualizing (making mental pictures about the text) 

2. making connections (linking the text to their own 
experiences, other texts or real-world stories)

3. Making inferences or “reading between the lines.

4. making predictions and retelling 

5. Guessing meaning from context

6. Interpreting the text 

7. summarizing.
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• Types of Grammar

• Theoretical Grammar or formal grammar

• Functional Grammar

• Scholarly Traditional Grammar

• Structural Grammar

• Transformational - Generative Grammar.

• Pedagogical Grammar S
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1. Theoretical grammar or formal grammar- It is also known as Perspective or 
Formal grammar. It lays emphasis on rules and forms, rather than on functions 
and their applications. 

2. Functional grammar- It is also called as Descriptive Grammar. It describes the 
way in which the language is actually used by the native speakers. 

3. Structural grammar – This type of grammar was developed by an American 
linguist C.C.  Fries. He published his book “The structure of English” in the year 
1952 to explain the new system he had laid to emphasize on the structures of 
sentences. 

4. Transformational Generative Grammar - Given by Noam Chomsky. 
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Stages of Writing

1. Controlled Writing 

2. Guided Writing 

3. Free Writing

4. Advanced Writing
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1. Controlled Writing = To teach pupils the mechanics of 
writing accuracy and readiness for further writing activities.  
Controlled completely by teacher.  
(handwriting,copying,dictation and spelling )

2. Guided Writing =  Provide graded guidance in vocabulary 
and structures so that pupils will not make many mistakes.  
Pupils can add ideas/constructions. • New words and topics   
provided by the teacher.SH
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• Freewriting = is the practice of writing down all your 
thoughts without stopping, and without regard for 
spelling, grammar, or any of the usual rules for writing. 
Example – diary writing  journals, essays, and fiction 
writing.

• Advanced Writing = Academic writing is clear, concise, 
focussed, structured and backed up by evidence. Its 
purpose is to aid the reader’s understanding.
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What is a writing convention?
Writing and language conventions are simply the rules people must follow 
when writing any kind of text.
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Linguistics = refers to the scientific study of language.

1. Phonetics - the study of speech sounds in their physical aspects

2. Phonology - the study of speech sounds in their cognitive aspects

3. Morphology - the study of the formation of words

4. Syntax - the study of the formation of sentences

5. Semantics - the study of meaning

6. Pragmatics - the study of language use

7. Grapheme – smallest unit of writing

Branches of linguistics
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Difference between Top Down & Bottom Up Approach
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Methods of Teaching English.

• Grammar Translation Method
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Direct Method
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Bilingual Method
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Audio Lingual Method
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Dr. West New Method
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Total Physical Response ( TPR)
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Language Immersion

• Language immersion, or simply immersion, is a technique used in bilingual 
language education in which two languages are used for instruction in a 
variety of topics, including math, science, or social studies.
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Types of Words 

1. Sight Words (  of ,  to , the, a , so , as , it , at) 

2. Lexical words/ content words ( Situational, meaninful words) 

3. Function words / grammatical , structure words 

4. Collocation words  = a combination of words in a language, 

• e. g– good enough, pretty ugly, 

5. Minimal/ contrastive pair words  bean- Mean, mud-Thud, pin- pen,  

6. Active Vocabulary = Words which are understood and constantly used by the 
learnerin speaking and writing.  

7. Passive Vocabulary = Those words which are recognized and understood, but 
never   

used in speaking and writing,
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Types of Questions

1. Rhetorical questions = a question, asked in order to make a statement, that 
does not expect an answer: “Why do these things always happen to me?”

2. Extrapolative Question = asked to make  observations about a  situation and 
use to make a prediction.

3. Inferential questions require answers that require context clues.( WHY, WHAT, 
HOW ?) 

• Open-ended questions are questions that allow someone to give a free-form 
answer. 

• Closed-ended questions can be answered with “Yes” or “No,” or they have a 
limited set of possible answers (such as: A, B, C, or All of the Above)
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Principles of Teaching English.

• Principle of selection and gradation.
• Principle of of spiral approach
• Principle of multiple line approach
• Principle of Naturalness
• Principle of using mother tongue
• Principle of reinforcement
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